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"Diverse in Culture, United in Purpose"

The UT PAM Diversity & Inclusion Committee wants 
to highlight the diverse life experiences of OUR 
students AND faculty

• Please answer the question: What does “diverse in 
culture, united in purpose mean to you?”—please 
answer the question

AND

• Provide 3-4 sentences that highlight your life story, 
describe where you came from and how you got to 
PA school and include a great photo for the website

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.
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Diversity and Inclusion 
Statement

We value diversity and insist on inclusion 
because we recognize the health benefits of a 
diverse and inclusive clinical workforce. Diversity 
encompasses all that we are, including our 
innate demographics and cumulative life 
experiences, creating resiliency, empathy, 
compassion, and maturity. Recruiting, 
matriculating, and graduating diverse physician 
assistants with these valuable characteristics 
contributes to a health care system that is better 
prepared to treat all patients with dignity and 
respect.



Dr. Amanda Klaiber

• What does "Diverse in Culture, United in Purpose" mean to me?

Though our background and experiences are unique, we each have made an intentional and collective decision to 
walk in our purpose, to encourage and help others by caring for their health despite their individual differences.

Since witnessing my father's heart attack one morning as a youth, I have made a conscious effort to actively interact 
and engage with my life and the lives of others. I lost sight of this in my 20's but I have good friends who helped me 
get back on track and encouraged me to apply to Emory's PA program.

Since becoming a PA, I am reminded daily, especially through the interaction with my patients, students and 
our loved ones, that connectedness requires intention and empathy. For me being a PA is about my intention to stay 
connected to the lifelong pursuit of evolving as my best self, remaining astute, ethical and moral in my daily clinical 
and academic practices.

To embrace diversity is being open-minded as well as receptive to knowledge that may better serve and connect 
our intention to our patients and overall humanity. Together, we are growing from unified experiences into a unified 
purpose.



Asra Khan PA-S2
• What does “Diversity in Culture and United in Purpose” mean to me?

• We all come from different walks of life, but we all have the same goal: 
to provide quality care with compassion. Nothing makes you realize we 
are all human more, then when you see patients in the hospital at their 
most vulnerable; just wanting to be treated and cared for.

• Being first generation American, my family was not fortunate enough to 
have many of the resources to best take care of their health. This 
disparity bolstered my motivation to provide care for my family and 
others. I understand how fortunate I am to have basic health 
information about how to take care of my body, that many women 
around the world do not receive. I witnessed, firsthand, this disparity in 
health education in Pakistan and parts of the U.S. Overcoming cultural 
barriers; I see medicine’s diverse community and would like to 
contribute, where I can, in order to bring more awareness to the health 
issues facing patients today. I would like to do my part to make a 
difference, provide quality care and educate patients regardless of their 
race, religion or sexual orientation etc.

• “Alone with can do so little; together we can do so much” – Helen Keller



Huu Phan, PA-S2

• I came to America as an immigrant when I was 
17 years of age. The insecurity earlier in life 
because of language and financial barriers taught 
me self-disciplined in personal development. 
Despite of having a stable life in Vietnam, my 
parents trade their comfort for the hope that I and 
my siblings will have a better life and education in 
America. My mom had cancer the first year we 
came to the state. My dad struggle to support us all 
by doing any menial jobs that he could find. People 
mistreated my parents because they do not speak 
or understand English. Being sick is the luxury we 
do not have as we do not have health insurance. 
Working hard is our only ticket for better life.

• I am proud of all accomplishments that I and 
my family have achieved together thus far. I chose 
Physician Assistant Medicine because I look for a 
career that challenges me to learn new knowledges 
and skills every day as well as the sense of 
satisfaction when I can treat both the person and 
the diseases. My humble beginning taught me to 
appreciate all walks of life, and I want to become 
the protector for all human beings that need my 
expertise and services.

• I think life is boring if we all look, think, or 
speak the same. Diversity is healthy, we are 
supposed to be different, and it is okay to be 
unique in our own way. Regardless of our 
uniqueness, the calling of sharing our acquired 
knowledge of quality living to other human beings 
attracts us all to Medicine, and I believe that 
defines our “unified purpose.”

• My favorite quote is " you are just 
an unpolished gem." - my previous ESOL teacher.



Anne Cypriano, PA-S1

• All our backgrounds and experiences are unique. We can use our 
different exposures to patient care experiences, cultures, and life 
experiences to provide compassionate care and make optimal patient 
care decisions.

• Due to being injury prone and playing multiple sports growing up, I 
was in and out of physical therapy. I was inspired to go into healthcare 
due to the optimal care I received and found that a career as a 
Physician Assistant would provide me the opportunity to provide 
compassionate care with the scope of practice I desired.

• Being half Brazilian, I was exposed healthcare in a third world country 
and different cultural health practices. This inspires me to keep an 
open mind while practicing medicine and effectively work in the 
cultural context of every individual patient.



JOHNNA YEALY, PhD, PA-C
Dept. Chair/Program Director

About me

• I was born in a small West Tennessee 
town and raised on a farm. There were 
20 people in my high school graduating 
class.

• My parents insisted that I go to college, 
even though they never had 
the opportunity. I must have liked it 
because I earned a BS, BSN, MSPAS and 
PhD.

• It was through my career as a crisis 
counselor and trauma nurse that my eyes 
were opened to how a split-
second decision or circumstance can 
change a person's perspective and alter 
their life forever.

• I joined the Army later in life with no 
prior service and proudly serve as a 
medical officer.

• Caring for soldiers and mentoring them 
as well as PA students is my life's work-
and I am so proud that everything I have 
done up to this point prepared me to do 
exactly just that.

What does "diverse in culture, united in purpose" 
mean to me?

I stole this from face book because it says it better 
than I can:

"We are not here to tolerate our differences; we 
are here to accept them.

We are not here to celebrate our sameness; we are 
here to salute our distinctions.

We are not born into equal circumstances, or with 
equal abilities, but we should have equal 
opportunity.

As individuals, we unite in our values and we 
celebrate that."

As faculty and students in the UT PA program we 
bring all our diverse experiences and situations and 
apply them to become amazing health care 
professionals. 

We are diverse providers who are united in 
performing the healing arts with compassion and 
competence.



Haley Folta, PA-S2
• One of the unique aspects of PA education is the previous experiences the students 
have had prior to admission. Everyone brings not only life experience into the learning 
environment, but a diverse array of medical experiences from different positions in 
diverse settings. When we unite to work toward the mission of becoming the best 
providers, we can work together to understand the endless perspectives our patients may 
come from and how we can provide the highest quality care for each individual.

• I was born and raised in the suburbs of San Francisco. California is fairly diverse 
ethnically and I have always been very interested in learning about other cultures and 
what drives their passions and values. However, most of my youth I was surrounded by a 
similar socioeconomic class to myself. When I began volunteering through my youth 
group in high school, my eyes were opened to those less fortunate than myself. When I 
got my EMT license I knew I wanted to serve a community completely different from the 
bubble I was raised in. I worked the next 3 years in an incredibly diverse but underserved 
population and loved taking the time to talk to the patients and understand their story. 
Everyone has a story, and many love to share if you make them comfortable and give 
them the time. I hope to continue to create these relationships with patients in my PA 
career, and will hopefully return to serve that same community, but this time as a PA!



Kacie Guy, PA-S1

What does "diverse in training, united in 
purpose" mean to me?

For me this means it does not matter what 
your color, creed, religion or sexual 
preference is, WE can work and train together 
to REACH OUR GOALS.

About me.

Being a military medic launched my passion 
for medicine. This passion exposed me to the 
Physician Assistant career field which provides 
opportunities for me to explore different aspects 
of medicine and meet many great people.



James Whitaker PA-S1 

The difference we bring to the table collectively 
contribute to a level of success greater than what we can 
accomplish ourselves. When we embrace our diversity, we 
can expand our ability to be the best we can be. 

What does "diverse in training, united in purpose" 
mean to me? 

About me: 

Thankfully, the Navy has given me the opportunity to visit 
multiple countries & experience people from locations I 
would have never imagined. One of the realizations I have 
cherished is there are great people all over the world. 

Father was in the Air force and met my mother overseas; as a 
biracial son I was fortunate to grow up learning about two 
different cultures. The wonder years of my upbringing gave 
me an understanding how diversity can enhance a person's 
perspective on life. Hopefully, this will aid in my future patient 
care! 



Devin Tran, PA-S1

• Diversity means respecting every member's contribution to 
the common goal. When united in purpose, there is 
nothing we cannot achieve!

• As a student service member, I support my fellow Marines 
by mentoring them on how to apply to school and use their 
GI Bill. I appreciate the military because it brings together 
people of various cultures, ethnicities and beliefs, and 
unites them for a common purpose. This is not unlike my 
friends in the University of Tampa PA Program, a group of 
amazing, compassionate, and diverse individuals who have 
supported me in achieving our goal of making a difference 
in the lives of our future patients as physician assistants.

• Fun fact: I am the only Vietnamese Marine in my unit, but 
one of four (Vietnamese) in the 2020 cohort!



Claire Comment, PA-S2

• We all come together for one purpose, with different histories, 
backgrounds, and reasons that we want to spend the rest of our lives helping 
other people. The greater the diversity that we surround ourselves with 
allows us the opportunity to learn from each other and take that knowledge 
with us so we can better care for all the unique patients we will encounter in 
our futures.

• I was born and raised in a very rural farming community in Michigan. Since 
finishing high school, I have studied at 4 different universities and have been 
fortunate enough to be able to expand my surroundings, leading myself to 
sunny Florida and the University of Tampa’s PA program. I think my 
motivation to spend so many years working towards my goal of getting into 
PA school came from watching my mother, who never had the opportunity to 
go to college after high school but was motivated and hardworking enough to 
take on online schooling later in life, after having 3 children and while 
working a full-time job. It is my goal to continue the hard work for my future 
patients as a PA-C.



Recardo Arnett, PA-S2

What does “diverse in training, united in purpose mean to me?"

It means stretching across all boundaries and breaking down barriers, such as 
religion, race, culture, to name a few, in order to form a more sustainable and 
conducive environment to have better outcomes as we pursue our purpose.

I grew up in a small, rural town in south Georgia. "Everybody knew 
everybody." I remember visiting people that were on their sick bed, as the 
elders would say. I was always curious to how they got in that 
situation. After high school, I began to get serious about medicine once my 
firstborn was born with kidney failure. A lot of time spent going to doctor 
visits and staying in the hospital. I knew then that I wanted to give back 
through providing healthcare. I later became a Registered Respiratory 
Therapist. Great career of 13+ years that motivated me to pursue a career in 
Physician Assistant medicine. Thank you UT! It's all about growth and how 
you use it. I plan to give back to the communities that are underserved, one 
being the small town where I grew up because I believe I can make a 
difference.

“The man who views the world at 50 the same as he did at 20 has wasted 30 years of his  
life." ~Muhammad Alilife." 



Ariel Siler, PA-S2

What does “diverse in training, united in purpose mean to me?"

➢ We all come from different backgrounds, different upbringings, and different 
hobbies and passions in life, but we are all united in the purpose to serve others. 
When we chose to enter the field of medicine, we decided that we were going 
to put others first and dedicate ourselves to make a better tomorrow for each 
and every patient we see.

➢ I was born in Tampa, FL raised in St. Petersburg, FL and plan to stay in Florida 
after I graduate. This is my home and I love it here. I love to travel, but my roots 
always bring me back home.

➢ I went to school at Admiral Farragut Academy for 12 years and met some of 
the most amazing and diverse group of people there. I believe it helped mold me 
into the kind, caring, and giving person that I am today.

➢ I participated in many community service opportunities and spent my free 
time dancing. I danced competitively for over 16 years and participated in 
almost every school sport that I was allowed to join.

➢ I also found a love for medicine because I myself spent many years going to 
doctors, having surgeries, labs drawn, and many missed days of school and my 
favorite activities trying to figure out what was going on in my body. This search 
for answers lead to me to want to help others find their answers as well.

➢ I am excited to become a PA, to share my love for medicine, and to help 
others.

➢ One of my favorite quotes that represents our role in medicine is “No 
one can whistle a symphony. It takes a whole orchestra to play it.” – H.E. Luccock



Jennah Hickle PA-S2

• When I started PA school, I thought it would be fun to go to school with people just like me. 
My time at University of Tampa has shown me the value and growth I can experience by 
surrounding myself with people from various backgrounds. I appreciate the UTPAM program 
for introducing me to so many people I may not have crossed paths with before. Each of us 
brings a unique approach to learning, problem solving, and managing stress. Throughout our 
time at UT, we have built off each other, using each person's skills a building block to our 
combined success. We may have gotten to PA school on our own, but all 48 of us are 
graduating because we are a team.

• I grew up in a small farm town outside San Diego with a large Spanish speaking population. 
When I was younger, I used to travel to Mexico regularly with my family. Crossing the border 
and seeing the difference in living situations was something that always stuck with me. One 
year while abroad my older sister became very sick, we went to a clinic being run out of a 
shack with dirt floors. They had no access to diagnostic testing and very few medications. 
The clinician could not figure out what was wrong and told us to hope for the best. The fear 
and hopelessness I felt in this moment is what pushed me into medicine. My goal is to be 
fluent in Spanish and bring resources and knowledge into vulnerable populations that 
normally have no comfort but to "hope for the best". My education took me to UC Berkeley 
where I earned a degree in Public Health, focusing on health disparities and interventions 
in low-resource populations.

• I love to travel and hope to work abroad one day!



Washingtone Ochieng, PA-S1

What does "diverse in training, united in purpose" mean to me

• If we were not different from each other, life would be stale, monotonously boring and 
meaningless. For me, the beauty, richness and satisfaction in life is about the differences that 
surround me. The actualization of this richness is tied to our deliberate willingness to create an 
environment of opportunity to as many as can benefit from the same, using their differences as a 
source of collective strength.

• I was born in a no-name village in rural western Kenya, some 10,000 miles from Tampa. There 
were no hospitals, but there were unorthodox ‘ways’ to survives illnesses and diseases, including 
luck! Going to college was an alien vocabulary. I remember when I got to college and was given 
access to a computer (for 30 minutes, and never again for the next 4 years), I quickly wrote on a 
piece of blue paper (which I still keep); ‘I wanted to be a medical researcher to get rid of diseases 
from my community’. I have done quite a bit of that.

• That small written purpose pushed me through my journey of learning, from Kenya and 
Tanzania to Denmark, Belgium, Germany and Finally to Harvard in Boston, U.S.A. My community 
bestowed their trust in me as a scientist, allowing me to conduct several clinical research protocols 
even as I continued my global voyage. But I quickly realized how my objectives were not aligned 
with the overall purpose of creating a healthy community.

• Personal tragedies made it more urgent that the time to change course was running out, and 
the PA school offered the opportunity to align my purpose with my community’s healthcare needs.

• There is something bigger than me and bigger than each of us individually. We can each change 
lives by exposing and mentoring others into many opportunities. It is a way to also reinforce 
personal net value for life. If they can’t swim, get them onto the boat, with respect and dignity. 
That is my higher calling and purpose as a future PA.



Bryon Ladd Jr, 
PA-S2

• Although the paths we take may be 
very different, the goal destination is 
the same. For us, it revolves around 
helping others.

• I grew up in Vermont where many of 
my family members have passed away 
from diseases that could have been 
well controlled. I originally went to 
college to learn about exercise science 
to help people live healthier with diet 
and exercise. As I learned about the 
many other facets of health my 
passion to become a medical provider 
was fueled. This is what drove me to 
go to PA school.



Justin Masud
PA-S2

• I have always believed that what makes us different is what 
makes us stronger. Our unique perspectives and experiences 
are what allow us to empathize and prioritize the individual 
needs of our patients. It is truly amazing that with the 
many diverse backgrounds of us all, we have all united with a 
passion to care for others.

• I come from a humble upbringing and it has been a long 
road to get where I am today. Though the journey may not 
have been easy, it is the challenges along the way that make it 
all worth it. Not many can say they do what the love and have 
an opportunity to give back to the communities that helped 
them get where they are today. All that to say, I am grateful.



Sara Alexander PA-S2

• Everyone comes from a different background with different 
life experiences that we can all learn from and use to reach 
our common goal of becoming a well-rounded medical 
provider.

• I am from Myrtle Beach, South Carolina and grew up with a 
passion for diet, exercise, and health. I knew I wanted to 
pursue medicine from a young age and set out to accomplish 
my goal. There have been many hurdles along the way, but 
my determination and perseverance eventually landed me 
exactly where I wanted to be – a PA student at the University 
of Tampa.



HANDEEP SINGH, PA-S2

The purpose of diversity training is to increase everyone’s cultural awareness, 
knowledge, and communication. Diversity training can benefit us all not only as 
future health care providers, but by helping to prevent civil rights violations, 
increasing the inclusion of different identity groups, and promoting better 
teamwork. The main goal of a successful diversity training program is to create 
a positive work environment by helping us recognize and be tolerant of 
differences among us.

I was born in Punjab, India and belong to a culture called Sikhism. My family 
migrated to the United States in the 1980’s. We ended up in Seattle, 
Washington as my father had gotten Psychiatry residency at University of 
Washington. Coming from India, we fell in love with The “Evergreen State” and 
have been there since then. My oldest memory in wanting to become a health 
care provider comes from when I used to go with my father to his Psychiatry 
practice in downtown Seattle and helping him with paper work. I, later 
realized after seeing my father help so many people that I wanted to follow his 
routes. I found out about the Physician Assistant profession by my cousin 
Sister who did PA school from University of Washington and after shadowing 
her, I knew that this is what I wanted to do. Not only did I want to help people 
out, but I wanted to come home after work and feel satisfied that I made a 
difference in another person’s life. I think that coming to University of Tampa 
PA program and seeing such a diverse group was the best thing of my 
life. Thank You to my parents and professors who have made this dream 
possible.



Ryan G. Ross PA-S2
-Diverse in Training, United in Purpose-

To recognize, respect and utilize all people and their respective backgrounds to 
break down barriers so we can come together to build a foundation of trust and 
understanding to conquer goals and help others.

I am from St. Petersburg; I played college football and have a master’s degree in 
pediatric sports medicine. My early years were challenging, I know what it feels like 
to go without, feel unsafe, or not know what the next day will bring. Medicine 
has always been my passion and I used it as an escape and vowed at an early age to 
give back to my community especially youth due to my experiences. I have 3 boys 
including twins, I wake up every day to make a difference and show them you can 
overcome anything if you work hard.

“It takes zero effort to be a decent human being.” – Anonymous

Something I live by every day. Be a positive influence because you never know what 
someone is going through in life. Go the extra mile and treat everyone as if they are 
the person you care about the most.



Anna Lorine, PA-S2

• Prior to beginning my education in Physician Assistant Medicine, I 
worked in various facets of healthcare in the suburbs of Philadelphia. 
My background includes clinical research, healthcare software 
education, hospital development, medical device training, and various 
clinical roles. Every person I have met along the way has helped me 
become who I am today, and I am grateful for the richness of diversity 
that I have been exposed to. Though everyone has a different story, 
our desire to heal through a life of service in medicine unites us. My 
goal as a future provider is to care for each patient as if they were part 
of my own family, to never forget where I came from, and to always 
remember the privilege it is to practice medicine.

• “That best portion of a good man’s life: his little, nameless, 
unremembered, acts of kindness and of love.” – William Wordsworth



Lizandro Barragan PA-S2

• What does diversity mean to 
me?

Thinking about healthcare...diversity and 
purpose, to me, means that although everyone 
is different in one way or another, we all agree 
that our common goal is to provide aide to 
those who need care. There shouldn't be any 
personal belief that interferes with us doing 
that. We must put our differences aside and 
come together.

• About me:
I grew up in a small country farm town in the 
central valley of California. My road to PA 
school hasn't been prototypical. I've endured 
ups and lows and plenty of experiences, but it 
has made me the person I am today. I would 
say that my road to PA school has prepared me 
for the toughness that is PA school. I look 
forward to continuing my education and 
eventually providing care in a similar setting to 
where I grew up.



Audra Bovender PA-S1

• Without diversity in Medicine, we would be failing our 
patients. Being a PA means that we all might come from 
different backgrounds and different experiences, but we all 
just want to serve our patients to the best of our ability. We 
can use this to best serve our patients because not every 
patient is going to look like you. Our providers should be as 
diverse as our patient populations. I grew up knowing I 
wanted to do something to help vulnerable populations, 
specifically the elderly, but didn't know how I could best serve 
them until I learned about the PA profession. After undergrad 
I worked as a Certified Nursing Assistant while also pursuing a 
master's focused on Gerontology. My background has been 
focused on the elderly population and being in PA school has 
only made me more excited to work with the elderly when 
I'm able to practice.



Meghan Lane, PA-S2

I'm a firm believer that we have a lot 
more in common than we do different. 
Regardless of our background, most of 
us want love, joy, purpose in life, and 

health & happiness for ourselves 
and others. When we reflect on our past 
and present, aren't we ultimately united 

with the same purpose?

About me:

I grew-up in a rural town, population 1,500. At a 
young age, I knew I was gay and "different" from 

most of the other kids I was around. I think being a 
small- town gay girl helped me see the world 

through a unique lens: it made me yearn to find the 
similarities that make us beautifully human and 

connected. Along with this, as a teenager, I became 
my dad's caregiver after he was diagnosed with 

severe depression. My journey to PA school was a 
bit unconventional, but I always knew I wanted to 

care for others with great responsibility.



Lavarous Johnson, PA-S2

What does “diverse in culture, united in purpose mean to you?

• An acknowledgment of who we are as individuals. That allows us 
to be connected in the same sense. What makes us different, is 
what connects us for a common goal.

About me

• Born and raised in Miami, Florida. I have two beautiful 
kids Julissa and Julius. I'm a huge sports fan, especially anything 
Miami or South Florida related. I have a passion for sports, 
medicine, nutrition and exercise. My journey into medicine 
started right after high school joining the Air Force as a medic, 
and my introduction to the PA profession shortly thereafter with 
multiple deployments working along side Physician Assistants.



Whitney Hall, PA-S1
"Diverse in Culture, United in Purpose"

To me, this means recognizing and celebrating each 
other for our different backgrounds and 

experiences and using this knowledge to pull on 
each other's strengths to provide the best care 

possible for our community.

About Me:

I am from Jacksonville, Florida. I grew up in a family that was grossed 
out by all things medical but even from a very young age my family 

always knew that I loved the "gross stuff". I went to the University of 
Florida where I graduated with a degree in Psychology. I took two 

gap years between undergrad and PA school where I worked for an 
Orthopedic Hand Surgeon and a Pediatric Orthopedic Surgeon. I am 

extremely grateful to have the opportunity to go through this 
program with such a diverse group of students and can't wait to see 

where all our different paths take us!



Kimberly Dobrinski, PhD, MLS (ASCP)
"Diverse in Culture, United in Purpose"

I believe this statement speaks specifically to our PA program. Embracing diversity 
resonates with our amazing students and wonderful faculty! We come from different 
backgrounds but share the same passion. I am thankful and proud to be able to embark on 
this adventure helping to guide each of our students meet their goals and their future 
purpose - providing incredible care!

About me
I was born in Tampa but raised in a small town situated in the Appalachian Mountains 
between Pittsburgh and West Virginia. My mom had a college degree but did not work 
while I was growing up and my dad earned his college degree through his GI bill but never 
used it. He worked in the glass factory in the town. Needless to say there were struggles. I 
married my high school sweetheart and we had our three wonderful children very young 
while he was in the Air Force. Again, we struggled but we always knew education was key. 
We worked opposite shifts and went to school when the other was able to stay with the 
children. We both earned college degrees and then advanced degrees with both of us 
achieving doctorate degrees and my being able to do a postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard 
Medical School. It is because of these struggles I know each one of our incredible students 
will achieve their dreams! Embrace the diversity that makes each of us who we are and use 
this to achieve success!!



Sydney Cutright, PA-S2
"Diverse in culture, united in purpose" to me means coming 
from all different walks of life, each having unique experiences 
and perspectives but ultimately coming together to help others, 
and to help each other become the best providers we can be for 
our patients.

About Me:

I was born in a small town at the foothills of the mountains 
called Lenoir, North Carolina. I moved to Sarasota, Florida in 5th 
grade and have been in Florida ever since. I went to Florida State 
University where I received my Bachelors in Athletic Training, 
and I am currently certified and licensed as an Athletic Trainer. I 
knew from a young age I wanted to pursue a career in medicine, 
and so far, I am grateful for the journey. I love learning 
something new from every classmate, instructor, preceptor, 
and mentor, and I am excited to carry the lessons with me as a 
future PA.



Todd J. Doran, Ed.D., PA-C, DFAAPA, AT(Ret)
"Diverse in Culture, United in Purpose"

My role in the program is to attract and matriculate a diverse class that subscribes to 
our mission, vision, and values. We do that far better than most. Diversity in 
Medicine goes far beyond skin color in the modern era as we shift to a predominant 
multiracial identity, changing the conversation from skin color to more about equal 
access irrespective of privilege. How this plays out in my role as teacher and mentor 
is to advocate for the disadvantaged and to become part of the students' village if 
they didn't bring one with them ("It takes a village to raise a....").

My Story

I'm a first-generation, Pell grant recipient, from a rural farm in Oregon. I was an 
orphan without a village when it came to navigating higher education. I clearly 
understood the advantages afforded by higher education, but I felt like an imposter 
and outsider. I encountered most of the challenges written in the literature 
associated with the obstacles to obtaining a degree for students like me. Finances 
were a constant struggle and impacted my performance in the classroom, as I 
worked 20-30 hours a week in addition to intercollegiate athletics and full-time 
enrollment. I often felt alone and didn't understand this new culture. My background 
has served me well as a PA clinician, Naval medical officer, and Professor. I'm 
interested in being part of a students' village to provide a hand up and help 
disadvantaged students achieve their dream of climbing the ladder to a better life for 
themselves and their family.



Please answer the question: What does "diverse in culture, united in purpose mean to you?"
I believe you can learn from everyone you interact with. We are diverse in what we bring to our 
program from different upbringings and culture, but we are all united in what we are trying to 
accomplish. To me being united in purpose goes far beyond the fact that we are all Physician 
Assistant students seeking to provide care to others, it speaks to the level from which we are all 
willing to learn about the diversity of each other in a way that allows us to grow into better 
healthcare professionals. 

Provide 3-4 sentences that highlight your life story, describe where you came from and how 
you got to PA school and include a great photo for the website 

I grew up in rural Pennsylvania, 50 miles outside Philadelphia. I served the nation enlisted in the 
USCG for 5 years, and then went on to work for the US government for many years afterwards. I 
have spent my entire adult life living in different locations internationally and in various places 
around the US. I served as a security team medic for several US Ambassadors and many US 
diplomatic officials overseas. I also served as a Department of State, Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Centers, AFRICOM, and United States navy, tactical medicine and combat skills 
instructor. I have always placed a lot of personnel and professional value in becoming well versed 
in whatever I am doing, so refocusing my career trajectory to focus on medicine seemed like a 
natural step to me. 
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