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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

On behalf of the trustees, faculty and staff of the University 
of Tampa, I offer my hearty congratulations to the Class of 
2025. Today marks a defining milestone — the culmination 
of your hard work, perseverance and achievement. 

As UTampa graduates, you have been immersed in an 
education shaped by our guiding philosophy of Learning 
by Thinking and Learning by Doing, a liberal arts foundation 
enriched by hands-on, real-world experiences. Through 
our signature Spartan Ready general education curriculum, 
you’ve gained the knowledge, skills and character that 
prepare you for both career success and a meaningful life. 

You now stand ready to take your next step, whether 
launching your career, pursuing advanced study or entering 
service. Whatever your path, know that UTampa stands with 
you. Stay connected and remember that Career Services 
remains a lifelong partner in your professional journey. 

The University of Tampa alumni community is now your global network — your 
lifelong Spartan family for friendship and support. We look forward to welcoming 
you back for Alumni Weekend, Gasparilla and the many cultural, athletic and scholarly 
events that make this University so vibrant. Wherever life takes you, there’s a Spartan 
community waiting to connect. And when you are able, I invite you to give back, through 
your time, talent and treasure, to support the generations of Spartans who will follow in 
your footsteps. 

To the families and friends who have supported today’s graduates — thank you. Your 
encouragement, sacrifice and belief in them made this day possible. You, too, are part of 
our UTampa community. 

As president of this remarkable institution, I see boundless promise in each of you 
and in the future of the University of Tampa. 

It is a privilege to share this moment with you. 

Congratulations, Class of 2025. 

Go Spartans! 

Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D. 
President 
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ceremony agenda 

PRESIDING Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D., President of the University 

 PROCESSIONAL “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1” by Edward Elgar 

Music by the University of Tampa Faculty Brass Quintet 

NATIONAL ANTHEM  Shaylee Plichta and Caitlyn Healey, Class of 2026 

GREETINGS Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D. 

WORDS OF COUNSEL James Eyer Jr., Chair, Board of Trustees 

STUDENT CHALLENGE SPEAKER  Gabriel Mudd, Class of 2025 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Kevin Fridy, Ph.D., Professor, Political Science and International Studies 
Recipient, Louise Loy Hunter Award for Outstanding Faculty 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION Michael T. Stephenson, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs 

 One Hundred Sixty-First Commencement 

Friday, Dec. 12, 2025, 10 a.m. 

Florida State Fairgrounds Expo Hall 

College of Arts and Letters 
 College of Natural and Health Sciences  

College of Social Sciences, Mathematics and Education 
Sykes College of Business 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
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PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Paul G. Greenwood, Ph.D., Dean, College of Natural and Health Sciences 

Holley Tankersly, Ph.D., Dean, College of Social Sciences,  
Mathematics and Education 

David J. Gudelunas, Ph.D., Dean, College of Arts and Letters 

Stephanie  J. Thomason, Ph.D., Associate Dean, Sykes College of Business 

Michael T. Stephenson, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs 

CONFERRAL Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D. 

INTRODUCTIONS OF CANDIDATES Kristen Foltz, J.D., Assistant Professor, Communication 

Stephen M. Kromka, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Communication 

ALUMNI SPEAKER  JC Nolan, Class of 2000, Chair of Alumni Association Board 

CLOSING REMARKS Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D. 

ALMA MATER  Shaylee Plichta and Caitlyn Healey, Class of 2026 
Lyrics for the alma mater can be found on the last page of the program. 

RECESSIONAL “March” from Second Suite in E Flat by Gustav Holst 
Music by the University of Tampa Faculty Brass Quintet 

PLATFORM PARTY MEMBERS Board of Trustees

 Senior Staff

 University Deans 

 Faculty Marshals 

Faculty Senate President 

 Student Representatives 
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commencement speaker 

Professor Kevin Fridy is a chair of the Department of 
Political Science and International Studies. He is the 
2024-2025 recipient of the Louise Loy Hunter Award, 
which is given annually to a UTampa faculty member for 
excellence in teaching and cumulative contributions in 
service and scholarship. 

 Fridy is an expert in West African politics, and 
his research examines the space between social norms 
and formal institutions there. His publications explore 
topics such as partisan cleavages in new democracies, 
local governance cognitive mapping, civic engagement 
in collectivist societies, local insecurity amid great 
power competition and violent extremism, and 
environmentalism in the Global South. 

 Friday also is the chairman of the board of the 
Nangodi Institute, which specializes in research on rural 
African issues, economic development and life in the 
West Sudanian savanna. 

 Among his proudest accomplishments at UTampa 
is leading regular study-abroad courses to Ghana that 
connect students with the rural communities around 
Nangodi, introducing them to a remarkable, often 
misunderstood region. 

 Fridy hails from Palatka, Florida. He earned 
his undergraduate degree from George Washington 
University and completed his Ph.D. in political science 
at University of Florida. He has been at the University 
of Tampa since 2007. He has served as president of 
the UTampa chapter of the American Association of 
University Professors and executive senator for the 
College of Social Science, Mathematics and Education. 

Kevin Fridy, Ph.D. 
Professor, Political Science and International Studies 

Recipient, Louise Loy Hunter Award for Outstanding Faculty 
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This list includes candidates for graduation as of October 26, 2025, and does not reflect subsequent changes. 

Mykanthony Valdez 

Loida Vazquez 

Andrés Felipe Zapata∞ 

Master of Arts in Social and 
Emerging Media 
Kelsey Hope Fox 

Yesenia Mae Ramire 

Master of Business Administration 
Alec Abbatiello 

Daniel Todd Arnold Jr. 

Kelly Juliette Barrett 

Luca Sandro Bergmann 

Steven Austin Bernard 

Faith Geneva Cotter 

Sophie Dickerman 

Jacob Eric Fletcher 

Heidi Elizabeth Hicks 

Jason Thomas Hines Jr. 

Ruth Elyse Justice Jahn∞ 

Yadenis Jimenez 

Nicholas Kalogianis 

Morgan Elizabeth Leach 

Nicole Marie Masselle 

Fernanda Matos 

Chase Walker Muller 

Hans Cristopher Parrales Marin 

Rhys Pitner 

Gabriel Polanco 

Kenneth Ryder 

Mel Short 

Lexi Siracusa§ 

Joseph Daniel Smolarek 

Katie Scarlett Stahl 

Austin Grant Tucker 

Esteban Vargas 

Lauryn Vincent 

Benjamin Aaron Waxler 

Master of Education 
Stephanie Brauner∞ 

Kristen Maureen Frain 

Matthew John Paul 

Master of Science in Physician 
Assistant Medicine 
Heather Ann Albright 

Lisa Anderson 

Jessica Baker 

Luke Beggs 

Alice Benjamin-Jones 

Jared Carter∞§ 

Kimberly Theresa Caudell 

Guyhannah Jerscy Champagne 

Dara Lee Cleary 

Hannah Cohen∞ 

Jaylin Kyle Crockett 

Samantha Disparti 

Damian DoRego 

Grace Dowden 

Romanus Ezeoke 

DECEMBER 2025 

Doctor of Business Administration 

Kalisha K. Wiggins 

Doctor of Medical Science 
Tiffany Lily Dodge≠ 

David Allen Johnson≠ 

Matthew James Slater≠ 

James Stratford Williams≠ 

Gregory S. Youtz≠ 

Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Christina Connelly-Hooker 

Teresa Lee O'Neill≠ 

Master of Arts in Professional 
Communication 

Nada Yeslam Salem Al-Saiary 

Teslim Adeola Animashaun∞ 

Karina Aryngazy 

Christopher Gerel Balkum Graham 

Roman Alexander Campbell≠ 

Yelitza Colmenares 

Connor Gadson-Yarbrough 

Thi Ri Htun 

Muhammad Fazal Sardar Hussain 

Sabbauddin Mohammed 

Natalia O'Leary 

Paige Elizabeth Promecene∞ 

Christina Sato 

DISTINCTIONS: 

candidates for degrees 

@ Summa cum laude: grade point average of 4.0 earned on 
all undergraduate work 

+ Magna cum laude: grade point average of at least 3.75 
earned on all undergraduate work 

^ Cum laude: grade point average of at least 3.5 earned on 
all undergraduate work       

* Honors Program: grade point average of at least 3.5 and 
completion of the Honors Program requirements, courses 
and a thesis 

# Research Distinction: completion of Honors thesis but 
not the Honors coursework, or completion of the Honors 
Program requirements with less than a 3.5 GPA 

§ Phi Kappa Phi: one of the oldest and most prestigious 
honor societies in the country; invitations are extended only 
to the top 10% of students 

≠ Highest Honors, Graduate Level: master’s and doctoral 
candidates with an overall GPA of 4.0 

∞ Honors, Graduate Level: master’s and doctoral 
candidates with an overall GPA of 3.9 through 3.99 

(Continued) 
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Bryant Freeman 

Elena Giannas∞ 

Cole Hamai 

Linda Hammad 

Christopher Jermyn≠§ 

Trisha Juste 

Laura Lima de Almeida∞ 

Santannah M. Manning 

Gianna Mansueto 

Christopher McCaskill 

Katherine Elizabeth McKiel 

Amanda Menezes 

Max London Miranda∞§ 

Iam Muri 

Desire D. Namata 

Amilia Phillips 

Tara Rangsiyawaranon 

Soondoos Heidar Rasheid Browning 

Samantha Richardson 

Ashley Marie Ruehle≠§ 

Jose Ruiz 

Victoria T. Schomp 

Danielle Shashkun∞ 

Leah Christina Therres 

Vanessa Marcell Tomoah 

David Mitchell Warsof 

Jill Wenger∞ 

Micah M. Zea 

Claudia Zyskowski 

Master of Science in Accounting 
George Robert Alexander 
Joshua David Cocanower 
Alexander D'Angelo 
Helen Foster Day 
Jose de Jesus Garcia-Hernandez 
Sophie Madeleine Grizzle 
Kyaw Kyaw Htin≠ 
Zachary Knott 
Cassandra Lynn McNamara 
William Clay Neely 
Tracy Anh Tran 

Jada Nicole Wright 

Master of Science in Business 
Analytics 
Krishna Sri Balusupati 

Zhihuei Gao Cruz 

Nishma Lama 

Master of Science in Criminology 
and Criminal Justice 

Mackenzie Marie Stease 

Master of Science in Cybersecurity 
Quest Crotty 

Kester M. Downer 

Ethan Bradley Graff 

Conner William Lowery 

Lakshmi Narasimha Koushik Polukonda 

Vinaya Varshini Yellapragada 

Master of Science in 
Entrepreneurship 
Michael Andrew Diaz 

Master of Science in Exercise 
and Nutrition Science 
Tom Alias 

Caleb Brandon 

Kaylen Kendrew Aloisius Hellemun 

Rodrigo Marques dos Santos Lopes 

Eric Giovanni Mercado 

Krisha Sanjay Panchamia 

Nicholas Robert Russo 

Ahalya Eraviyezhath Sajan 

Breanna Eve Taphouse 

Nabiha Yameen 

Master of Science in Finance 
Dheeren Agrawal 

Cole Jamison Benjamin 

Kine Eidem 

David Alejandro Jacome Rodriguez 

Colin Matthew Joseph 

Jose Alejandro Ochoa Serra 

Charles Francis O'Donnell V 

Arianna Rose Polletta 

Patrick Chris Stefan Stolze 

Master of Science in Information 
and Technology Management 
Phanindra Varma Chiluvuri 

Ranjitha Jayaram 

Kusuma Harika Karumuri 

Sai Varsha Rajaputhra 

Raghav Vamshi Thamshetty 

Master of Science in Instructional 
Design and Technology 
Kate M. DeSimone 

Giulia Fiorentini≠ 

Sarah E. Fridy≠ 

Devin Rae Hammonds 

Rosa Baskin Harwell 

Noelle Elizabeth Lane≠ 

Ian Morgan 

Polleana Mary Nanas Muñoz≠ 

Jose Rodrigo Restrepo Parada∞ 

Bridget Edna Ruggiero 

Master of Science in Marketing 
Giselle Arianna Ayala 

Paris Renee Patricia Bild 

Justin Thomas Evans 

Lauren Jaynal Kacinko 

Margot Claire Lambert 

Lorenz Offner 

Lianna Paccio 

Jacqueline Sluss 

Lucy Helen Topping 

Lauren Christine Wilks∞ 

Master of Science in Nursing 
Hannah Bryanne Browner 

Riane Sen Calamigan 

Bethany Lane Dupree 

Stella Effah Mensah 

Ekaterina Tyuleneva 

Bachelor of Arts 
Giuliana Cenzina Aiello+* 

Julia Carol Allen 

Wyatt Lee Antkiewicz 

Leal Melodi Balkis 

Mallory Alexandra Bates 

Briannah Aileen Beall 

Natasha Leah Berman+ 

Alyssa Marie Bianchi 

Cavoni Alyssa Brenes+ 

Tiffany Brown^ 

Sahid Fernando Burgos Benavides+ 

Cooper L. Buttery 

Layla Rose Campbell 

Bathshua Carrillo Velazquez 

Devin Chernin 

Sophia Bella Inez Chewning 

Angela Colozzo 

Victoria Jae Conigliaro 

Arianna Isabel Coss 

Trevor Cox 
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Marc William Cromie Jr. 

Victoria Ann Crowther 

Olivia Ava Dennis^ 

Amey Anastasia DiSisto 

Karen Marie Duritza 

Lucas Kenta Dye+ 

Alexandra Elizabeth Eagler 

Koray Turk Ekiz 

Kaitlyn Breanna Fennell 

Laura Marie Foti 

Jaxson Perry Francois 

Kaen B. Freeman^ 

Ariana V. Fromm^ 

Alex Gialanella+§ 

Lindsey May Gimbert+ 

Gracie Hart^ 

Kayley Hellenbrand^ 

Julian Hendricks 

Hannah Crooker Hillgrove 

Tameesha K. Hudson 

Gabrielle Nikole Huffman 

Emma Christine Hughes 

Andrea Renee Jankowski 

Alexi May Jones@* 

Dahlia Lee Jones^* 

Tyler Joseph Kennedy^ 

Isabelle Juliet Keogh 

Katrina Kidder 

Alexa Jade Kleynenberg 

Isabel Katherine Knuteson 

Alexandra Reese Kollman 

Sarah Jane Kopecky^ 

Jiya Divesh Kotecha 

Ayla Grace Kowalski 

Alexa Paige Kulakowski+ 

Reaghan Huari Ladd+ 

Jayden Michael Lanza 

Nicholas Warren Larrabee 

Matthew Lassman^ 

Sophia Liatsos 

Krysta Bridget Lingley 

Lia Fabrizio Lopez 

Kristofer Manasses+ 

Isabelle Grace Marco^ 

Fabricio Marini de Souza 

Bella Rose Matuza+ 

Rachel McBride 

Devawna Leann McDonald 

Abigail Margaret McGowan 

Zara Pereira Mendes+ 

Nathan Alexander Merritt 

Nicolas Mario Mezzaucella^ 

Elizabeth Kristina Miller 

Faith Gabrielle Montalvo@ 

Celeste Nola^ 

Ben Charles O'Brien 

Jarikah Danyelle Ogle 

Chloe Joanna Ottani 

Samantha Lynn Park@ 

Maddelin Mae Parrish 

Isabella Rose Penzone+* 

Madelyn Susan Platzman 

Erin Polak 

Isaiah Tesse Raimondo 

Elissa Regina Rankin+ 

Audrey Rey^ 

Brianna Marie Riccardi 

Kyara Marcia Rodriguez+ 

Chloe Jane Romberger 

Elysia Rosado 

Tiffany Marie Ross 

Camille Grace Rubino^ 

Cole Albert Russo 

Camryn Elizabeth Ryan+ 

Fabiola Del Mar Santiago Pérez 

Sela Ariana Sarnel 

Ali Schutz^ 

Sabrina Serretti 

Alexa Marie Sheets 

Avari Jayne Shewmaker 

Audrey Clare Simpson 

Nicole Sklaver 

Grace Skultety 

Deaglan Devine Slattery^ 

Kayana Smikle^ 

Summer Jade Spiteri^ 

Hailey Stettner 

Elizabeth Stillwell+ 

Madeleine Testaverde 

Reese Alexandra Thompson 

Christopher Jaden Tompkins 

Lauren Olivia Townsend 

Charlee Allison Van Poppel 

Matthew Charles VanIstendal 

Anna Marie Vilips 

Janie Alizabeth Wilson 

K-La Wong 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 

Alannah Marie Ahlquist^ 

Tyler Bedard 

Abigail Mary Carew^ 

Daniel Char-Ordonez 

Jocelyn R. Crum 

Bianca Alexis Echevarria+ 

Allyson Marie Endsley@ 

Isabella Fernandez 

Destiny Page Ham 

Jordan Hamant^ 

Kristina Lee Hawk^ 

Grace Kallensee 

Keagan Laird Kantor^ 

Naisha Lalwani+ 

Amanda Patterson 

Nicole Potamousis 

Julian Ramirez+ 

Francisco Roca 

Finnegan Emmett Shea^ 

Bryce Jordan Tomaneng 

Sarah Nicole Wyner+ 

Bachelor of Liberal Studies 
Monica Davon Smith 

Bachelor of Music 
Jillian Rose Nunez 

Bachelor of Science 
Janna Paige Adams+ 

Whitney Elizabeth Adams 

Nikolas Darian Agarwal 

Veronica Alayon Cohen+ 

Katherine Anne Alejandrino^ 

Sulaiman Sattam S Algosaibi 

Sebastián Alvarado Roldán 
(Continued) 

@ Summa Cum Laude 
+ Magna Cum Laude 
^ Cum Laude 
* Honors Program 

# Research Distinction 
§ Phi Kappa Phi 
≠ Highest Honors, Graduate Level 
∞ Honors, Graduate Level 
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Andrew Charles Andersen 

Ty Anthony Arico 

Barry Edward Asip 

John Baker 

Nicholas Anthony Baldini 

Kirsten Elizabeth Banks@§ 

Kelly Juliette Barrett 

Sam Barron 

Nicole Aleisha Bateman 

Markus Gregory Bautista 

Rebecca Danielle Beltram 

Ariana Lulu Benavides 

Alyssa Marie Bianchi 

Paris Renee Patricia Bild 

Marlo Grace Bleakley 

Taylor Kathryn Blodorn^ 

Brent David Bocchino 

Allie Elizabeth Bofinger 

Brielle Boldizar 

Olivia Kathleen Bolesh+ 

Lauren Nicole Velez-Borgia 

Jose Ernesto Borrero 

Catrina Boyle 

Martin Healy Boyle 

Cole Brennan 

Kobe Monroe Brown 

Audrey Edna Brua^ 

Joshua Allen Bruggeman+* 

Ariana Brunken 

Johnathan Bruno 

Sophia Gabrielle Buisson^ 

William Douglas Burton^ 

Jacquiz Andreous Butler 

Ava Buttino^ 

Christopher Michael Caggiano 

Gianna Grace Calabro 

Micaela Kimberly Candela 

Jake Dylan Canino 

Alexa Rae Cardone 

Enrico Carraro 

John Michael Carson Jr. 

Amadeo Cartwright 

Miranda Presley Carver 

Jennifer Castillo 

Andrea Camila Centeno^ 

Emily Anne Chamberlin 

Arjav Singh Chhabra 

Chloe Li Chow 

Anthony Charles Cimino 

Carter James Clark 

Mackenzie Anna Clark 

Gianna Geraldine Clarke 

Sam Tucker Charles Cleveland 

Clayton John Cockfield 

Alex Seiya Colbert^ 

Andrew Jeffry Cole 

Kayla Emily Collins 

Aylin Vanessa Contreras Paredes 

Nicholas David Cooney 

Gianna Teresa Cooper+ 

Logan Remsen Cooper+ 

Philip Joseph Corrado Jr. 

Stephanie Gayle Cosenza 

David Mathias Cosgray^ 

Anna Coughlin^ 

Luke Carlo Crane 

Alexis Eden Crawford 

Ana Karina Crisostomo Harraka 

Gabrielle Patrice Cristofaro@ 

Evan Daniel Croker 

Marcel Murimi Cullens 

Kaela Marea Curry 

Olivia Rose Curth 

Madison Cusumano 

Alexa Dahl 

Christos Dalmares 

Dominick Christian DeJulio 

Joseph Del Duca^ 

Daniel DeRosa 

Eva Elizabeth DeSantis 

Rocco Michael DeStephano+ 

Ainsley DeVille 

Alex Dewey 

Juliet Elizabeth Di Gesu^ 

Sophie Dickerman^ 

Steven Louis DiMaria III 

Samantha Rose DiMiceli+ 

Anthony John Donovan 

Zaniah Miyan Dorn 

Forest Dotterer 

Nicholas Joseph Dotti 

Gretchen Isabel Dreibelbis 

Jake R. Durant 

Karina Lauren Dyakov 

Brandon Dykstra 

Koray Turk Ekiz 

Carly Emporellis 

Hatice Serra Erilli^ 

Ava Marie Estrella^ 

Rocco Fabrizi^ 

Leo Fagan^ 

Ryan Patrick Fantone 

Dominic Roy Fanutti@ 

Cristina Nicole Fargnoli^ 

Vincent Joseph Fasano Jr. 

Nicholas Salvatore Fazzolari 

Jacob Lawrence Fekete 

Luca Ferreira Gomes Bezerra Menezes 

Corrin Joseph Ferrer^ 

Alessio Antonio Ferro 

Aidan Theodore Files 

Ethan Jacob Fine 

Ryan Patrick Finfera 

Cyliegha Janessa Forbes 

Tyler William Formanski 

James Daniel Fowler 

Ria Regina Frazier 

Madeline Grace Freeman 

Keegan Sage French 

Jack Friedman 

Isabella Frykholm 

Carson David Fuchs 

Jessica Fuentes^ 

Serena Kaur Gakhal 

Ava Alyse Gallagher 

Ana Beatriz Garcia Correa^ 

Kristen Cayla Gatchalian^ 

Jodi Nicole Gavin 

Nicholas M. Gazzano 

Celina K. Gehret 

Lewis James Gerrity 

John Nicholas Giannitsas 

Mateo Alexander Gold 

Carli Madison Gonzalez^ 

Izabella Marie Gonzalez^ 

Victoria Marie Gonzalez 

Jayne Gordon 

Alexander Gustafson 

Lara María de las Mercedes Gutiérrez- 
  Lugo 

Milena Guzman Santos 
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Joseph Hagmaier^ 

Zachary W. Hallett Sr.+§ 

George Hanakis 

Alexander Charles Hare 

Amanda Rae Healy 

Donovan Henkel 

Nelson J. Hernandez Cardona 

Wilson Davis Hetrick+ 

Jason Thomas Hines Jr.^ 

Matthew Dylan Hirschman 

Vashti Hobson+ 

Cody Holdeman^ 

Kayla Analysse Holguin+ 

Ryan Samuel Homer^ 

Brenden Carl Hopf 

Arianna Hosca 

Caleigh Howard 

Kyle Tuan Hung Huynh 

Dominique Marie Indyk^ 

Campbell Lynne Jameson^ 

Mariajose Jimenez Arevalo 

Hope Kirby Johnson 

Isabella Johnson 

Kaylee Cora Johnson+ 

Delaney Ann Jones^* 

Ian Jeronimo Joyce^ 

Meridian Zia Joy-Piper+ 

Braden Mitchell Jung 

Olivia Jurek+ 

Deepa Patel Jusnes 

Lauren Jaynal Kacinko^ 

Chloe Anne Kaczmarski+* 

Luke Frederic Kahn 

John Henry Kane 

Keagan Laird Kantor^ 

Anna Julia Karakulko 

Frensi Karkini 

Lucas William Kelly 

Ryan J. Kemp 

Caitlin Kinney 

Jacob Quinn Kirkpatrick+ 

Isabel Katherine Knuteson 

Alec Jordan Kolenic 

Stamatia Kontopanagiotis^ 

Michael Andrew Kowalski 

Christina Jane Krauss 

Vanessa Elizabeth Krueger^ 

Isabel Kwak+ 

Brian Bui Lac 

Nayrene Lama Sosa 

Margot Claire Lambert^ 

David Jakob Landis 

Paige E. Lane^ 

Tanto Laniyan 

Grace Michelle Lathrop 

Alexa Rebeca Lay+ 

Samantha Jo Layton^§ 

Eliza Maeve Lazzaretti 

Morgan Elizabeth Leach^ 

Lauren Lee+ 

Abigail Elyse Lemon 

Nicholas Robert Leone 

Morgan Lessig 

Sean Michael LeTourneau 

Elizabeth Haley Letts 

Hunter Lewis 

Dmitry Likhogrud+ 

Kelsey Lynn Little+§ 

Nicole Antonia LoFaro+ 

Giulianna Giuseppa Lombardo Gomez 

Aidan John Lucas 

Jessica Marie Lugo 

Sabrina Nunes Macedo 

Taylor Louise Machat 

Aiden Cole Maciel^ 

Shane Matthew Madaio 

Andrew Jon Maier 

Avery Jade Maldonado^ 

Madison Ashleigh Maliniak 

Brooke Elizabeth Mancini^ 

Anthony Mansour 

Natalie Katherine Mantras+ 

Sofia Danielle Marcus^ 

Adriana Marzocca 

Sophia Elizabeth Mason 

Connor Paul Mauro 

Anthony Maya 

Theodore Michael Maye 

Alejandro Jose Mayorga-Rivas Calderon 

Bastian Renaud Mazarguil^ 

Logan Ashley McCleneghen 

Cassidy Lynn McDaniel 

Laura Katherine McGregor 

Taylor Rayne McMichael 

Nathaniel Joseph McNichols 

Camila Isabela Mendoza Sanchez 

Jillian Meyer 

Ava Michele Middlebrooks 

Delaney Kathryn Miller^ 

Madalyn Aubrianna Miller 

Samara Jaiden Miller 

Georgia Louise Mills 

Michael Angelo Milone 

Alexa Leslie Mocko 

Paula Chloe Mongil 

Aidan Montalvo+ 

Nicholas Montgomery 

Shannon Mooney 

Valerie Sofia Morales Cozzarelli+ 

Jared James Moses 

Gabriel Archer Mudd@§ 

Gerald Mullin 

Kaidan Sara Murphy 

Penelope Ann Beck 

Nathan Anthony Musso 

Denzel T. Mutwiwa 

Rachel Theresa Newcombe+ 

Jenna Sue Newpower+ 

Bryce A. Nicholas 

Celeste Nola^ 

Lexi Rayya Norris+ 

Anthony Nunez 

Andy Francisco Obregon 

Ahmad Ziad Odeh 

Trevor Jackson Ogrodnick 

Daniel E. O'Keeffe 

Nathan Harrison Olah^ 

Riley Grace O'Regan 

Meghan Kathleen Orelli 

Megan Kylie O'Shea 

Samuel Ouellette^ 

Lianna Paccio+ 

@ Summa Cum Laude 
+ Magna Cum Laude 
^ Cum Laude 
* Honors Program 

# Research Distinction 
§ Phi Kappa Phi 
≠ Highest Honors, Graduate Level 
∞ Honors, Graduate Level 

(Continued) 
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Leigha Noelle Pagliochini 

Kalliopi Maria Pantazis 

Stavros Pantelias 

Elizabeth May Parisot 

Kara N. Pearl+ 

Courtney Anne Pennington 

Sophia Gloria Perez 

Francesca Nicole Pesticci 

Jonathan Dennis Petree Jr. 

Luke Michael Petrucelli 

Anthony Salvatore Picone 

Sophia Esperanza Pierce 

Josh Pinder 

Rhys Pitner^ 

Alex Joseph Pizzo 

John Michael Polise 

Faye Samantha Polyakov^ 

Edward Louis Postudensek 

Kayshena Nekeisha Powell^ 

Olivia Prince+ 

Kendall Ann Proulx 

Brooke Punnewaert^ 

Karli Cate Ramey 

Maria Zoe Ramos+ 

Nicholas Xavier Rayzak+ 

Abigail Marie Reardon+ 

Emily Melissa Register 

Maya Eliciana Reichek 

Cassidy Rae Reicherter+ 

Natalie Rose Rennie 

Audrey G. Richardson 

Garrett Lane Riley 

Abby Gray Robinson+ 

Valeria De los Angeles Rodriguez 

Filip Magnussen Roeed 

Lewis Crawford Rollins 

Aidan Thomas Houlston Rowell 

Logan Caroline Rowley 

Victoria Rubio Mosquera^ 

Kathryn Jane Rudow+ 

Alejandro Ruiz Boughton 

Kira Sydney Rumfola^ 

Michael Everett Salinas 

Jordan Samuels 

Gianna Michele Santoro 

Kiana Isabel Scarborough 

Patrick James Schieber 

Kayla Elizabeth Schmidt ^* 

Karolina Schondorfer 

Chloe Shay Schonert^ 

Emily Morgan Schrader 

Nicole Scott+ 

Addison Sessoms 

Savannah Elaine Sevor 

Alaxis Jean Shanks 

Cooper Foti Sharp 

Preston Jai Shembekar 

Emma Ruth Shepley 

Elizabeth Marie Sherry+ 

Brett Thomas Shibilski 

Osama Nasser Shilbayeh 

Adrian Shayne Shoemake Jr. 

Garrett Christopher Silverstein 

Boning Sima^ 

Lacey Marie Simon 

Madison Sinuc 

Lexi Siracusa+*§ 

Desiree Marie Sites 

Christian Slack^ 

Nicholas James Soyer 

Daniella Raquel Spankowski 

Malcolm Andrew Steckiewicz 

Ryan David Steiner 

Kayla Stone+§ 

Katelyn Abigail Strickland 

Joseph Peter Sullivan^ 

Julia Marie Suny 

Landen Noah Sutterby 

Margaret Cecile Sutthoff^ 

Devin Andrew Sweet 

Kiele Swistak 

Asha Talukder 

Aalyiah Kirsten Tamayo 

Lily Meyer Taylor^ 

Chloe Tenshaw+ 

Madison Dori Tessar 

Ryan Patrick Teti+ 

Isabella Marie Thomas 

Taegun Cruz Timbrook+ 

Alex John Tomkovich 

Jonathan Torres 

Mia Rose Treinen+ 

Tucker Marc Tremblay^ 

Joan Marina Tripi-Vitale 

Juan Carlos Trupp 

Dylan Robert Tuchon 

Esteban Vargas 

Natalia Marie Vazquez+ 

Juan Christian Vento 

Samuel Ventura 

Mason Verderame 

Kyle Paul Viar 

Lauryn Vincent+ 

Michael Joseph Vogt 

Anna Anh Vu^ 

Jacob Wachsman 

Zachary Walford 

Robert T. Walker 

Kylie Wallace 

Patrick Ryan Walsh 

Paulina Waresiak 

Nia Simone Warren+ 

Lily Jean Weimer+ 

Nikolai Mitchell Weingart 

Gloriana Hope Wetzel 

Olivia Tyler Whittaker+ 

Lauren Christine Wilks+ 

Ellie Catherine Williams+ 

Ava Teresa Winnie 

Nolan Joseph Witt 

Hailey Kate Wolfe+ 

Nicole Marta Wykurz 

Faris Khaleel Yousef Yasin 

Alyce Brianne Yoder+§ 

Madison Marie Zomek 

AUGUST 2025 
Master of Arts in Professional 
Communication 

Martin Alejandro Arauz Miranda 

Benjamin C. Berlingo 

Alexa Danielle Clowers≠ 

Dominick Theodore Coniglio 

Sarah Ellis Engle 

Martini Lea Gibbons 

Jay Kappaganthula∞ 

Avery Lane∞ 

Ruby Xitlali Lefort-Rivas 

Lauren Elizabeth Round 

Bradley William Rucker 

Caeley Angelina Scherer 

Gia Rose Silver≠ 

Jordan Alexander Williams 
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Master of Arts in Social and 
Emerging Media 
Tess Aguilar≠ 

Morgan Elizabeth Bailey 

Sade Leila Bassan∞ 

Matthew V. Bilancia 

Paige Francis Ewald 

Mikayla Ann Figa 

Mariah Galhouse 

Jazmin Nicole Giovino≠ 

Sophia Lauren Glenn 

Marie Hall 

Jacob G. Harris 

Kariss Jesslynn Harvey 

Lelia Annie Heath 

Carter James Hoskins 

Katie Danielle Jarrett 

Janae Ledbetter 

Matthew Robert Minikel 

Reggie Morales 

Shannon Melissa O'Brien 

Nicole Adriana Schenone 

Jane Rose Scialdone 

Cierra Turner∞ 

Peyton Tyler White 

Master of Business Administration 
Rebekah Dawn Bergen∞ 

Stephen M. Griffiths 

Eric Joseph Merlau 

Joseph Anthony Monterrosa 

Amalia M. Penagaricano 

Emma Nicole Purcell 

Ayanna Marie Stewart 

Jacob Douglas Stipp 

Master of Education 
Nicolette Joe Barone∞ 

Chappell Nisa Cooper 

Tiffany Rachele Mentzer∞ 

Shayla Monique Pruitt 

Hillary Vass Ramnarine≠ 

Master of Physician Assistant 
Medicine 
Kristy Michelle Grosse  

Master of Science in Accounting 
Amanda Hope Garry 

Izabela Jablonska 

Pablo da Silva Marques 

McKenna Jean Matter 

Paige Ryan McHenry 

Alex Page 

Paige Austin Sellers 

Allison Comesha Tatum∞ 

Samuel Weetman 

Jenna M. Yarnall 

Master of Science in Business 
Analytics 
Rodolphe Louis Jacques Lecher 

Marita V. Sindicic 

Angelina Youngs 

Master of Science in Criminology 
and Criminal Justice 
James W. Bruns 

Jasmine L. House 

Master of Science in Cybersecurity 
Kimberly Kay Shannon 

McClendon N. Waters III 

Master of Science in 
Entrepreneurship 
Joan Castells 

Benjamin Kerrick Clark 

John Anthony DiFilippo Jr. 

Noor Elfaouatih 

Michael Joseph Flores 

Kaden G. Froebe 

Rafael Gimenez Favilla Jorge 

Keshav Gindodiya 

Wilson Michael Hendricks III 

Sokol Hoxhaj 

Timothy Nolan Johnson 

Kevin Patrick Karstetter 

Davis Harrison Lindsey 

Connor Finn McDonough 

Vincent Angelo Mora II 

Andrew Philip Nicklaus 

Rafael Nicolás Ponce de León Castilla 

Victoria Sanchez Bronzetti 

Jade Taylor Sayas 

Caitlin Ciarra Spence 

Matthew Sternal 

Connor Ethan Theriault 

Paarth Wasan 

Master of Science in Exercise  
and Nutrition Science 
Emily Sophie Harris 

Christopher Lattini 

Ashton S. Leal 

Faith Lollo 

Meghan Sara McCloskey 

Priyanshi Rajesh Mehta∞ 

Riya Amit Mehta∞ 

Danielle Jessica Seunath 

Kristina Mara Skulte 

Jadyn Kellan Small 

Lexia Jamisen Smith 

Brooke Southland 

Natale Rose Stinson 

Logan Tanner Wash 

Master of Science in Finance 
Prerna Chauhaan 

Ryan Fodor 

Maxwell Frederick Schoeneborn 

Mahesh Valande 

Master of Science in Information 
and Technology Management 
Tejaswini Mendu 

Master of Science in Nursing 
Rebecca Berg 

Alexandra Nicole Bologno 

Gina Paola Hoyos 

Danieka Shanise Montgomery-Scott 

Alexandria Lou Salinas 

Nicole Silvertooth 

Shelby Silvertooth∞ 

Devin Cheri Spavale 

Stacie T. Zaporteza 

Bachelor of Arts 

Christina Elise Angelo 

Kaitlyn Meredith Anglim^ 

Allison Bayne 

Taylor Renee Bosier 

(Continued) 

@ Summa Cum Laude 
+ Magna Cum Laude 
^ Cum Laude 
* Honors Program 

# Research Distinction 
§ Phi Kappa Phi 
≠ Highest Honors, Graduate Level 
∞ Honors, Graduate Level 
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Hannah Grace Breiner 

Lawton Brinkman 

Jayden Taylor Butler 

Meredith Clark Chase 

Sabella Cruz 

Jacob Warren Culbertson 

Riley Elledge 

Joseph Thomas England 

Amari Goode+ 

Jayden Malik Gregory 

Isabella Guerrero 

Ourim Sahle Habteyes 

Mia Hayes 

Amarantha Mickaella Hernandez+ 

Fred A. Hernandez 

Kaitlyn Casey Hodakowski 

Bridget Frances Homan 

Vivianne Jende 

Kaila Angelina Arceo Kane 

Teagan Jessica Klein 

Liam Joseph Landwehrle 

Jason Michael Levins 

Julia Teresa Martin 

Cameron Elizabeth McCabe^ 

Sunniva McCabe 

Joshua Andrew McCartney 

Brynn Nicole Nestor 

Sophie Anja Newberg 

Kelsey Claire Noonan 

Michael Taylor O'Hara^ 

Heather Marie Patterson^ 

Rowan Forish Pilarski 

Sean Andrew Prieve 

Abigail Nicole Raymond 

Hawi Ermias Regassa 

Mikayla Raquel Smith 

Vincent J. Smith 

Constantine James Sosangelis 

Lauren Berkeley Swezey 

Trevor Telfian 

Sierra Valicenti 

Valentina Velez 

Anna Caroline Welsh 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Francisco De Sá Morais Campos Costa 

Sarah Grossman 

Bachelor of Liberal Studies 
Brooke Roberta Geiger 

Connor Hayden Kreger 

Bachelor of Music 
Emma Claps 

Joshua Richard Hett 

Jubilee Rose Lee+ 

Bachelor of Science 
Justin Clark Abell Jr. 

Aidan Joshua Abikzer 

Ali Reza Francesco Akbaraly 

Rebecca Alexopoulos 

Deema Waleed Alhebshie 

Santino Altomonte 

Kaitlyn Meredith Anglim^ 

Brett Benjamin Avery 

Justin Anthony Bairos 

Alexandra Kate Baker 

Mia Banales 

Kaylee Baus 

Ethan Sean Beck 

Vincent Pasquale Bello 

Bryann Britney Beneby 

Samuel Oren Bezradetsky 

Autumn Bockmiller 

Jacob Edward Brazel 

Lawton Brinkman 

Max Isaac Brodsky 

Nathaniel Russell Brown 

Danilo Pena Buan 

Deven Isaiah Buchanan-Maule 

Luke Presley Burbank 

John August Alexander Busch 

Jared Reid Butensky 

Michael Bycina Jr. 

Lexi Callero 

Gavin Michael Capasso 

Julia Courtney Cardone 

Marissa Carslaw 

Emily Grace Cartwright 

Pablo Castro Arellano 

Katherine Cavallaro 

Benny Gene Cheek II 

Kyle Michael Chirichello 

Taylor Renee Ciarcia 

Matthew Croix Cifaretto 

James Ryan Cima 

Nicolas Joseph Colangelo 

Aidan Joseph Connerton 

Andrew Douglas Cookson 

Kiernan V. Craven 

Zachary Thomas Sanjiv Dave 

Jack Todd Dawid 

Nicholas Joseph DeGaetani 

Zachary M. DiLorenzo 

Sydney Ruth Dolphin+ 

Nicholas Salvatore Doto 

Jeremy Jacques Dubois 

Ethan Eric Duck 

Lanise Emma Dudley-Shepard 

Micaiah Raphael Dyett 

Anthony Michael Edwards 

Emily Taylor Edwards 

Catherine Elizabeth Erroa 

Eleniz Marie Espina Torres^ 

Reysa Lynn Estes 

Michael Evers 

Samuel Lucas Falk 

Theodore Dylan Fenske^* 

Anthony Joseph Figueroa 

Dmitriy Paul Findorff 

Augusto Ariel Fleitas Fuster 

Emma Franchini 

Elle C.L. Fulton 

Riley Garrison 

Michael James Genovesi 

Christian David Giacobbe 

Gino Thomas Giordano 

Vincent Giordano 

Amari Goode+ 

Lauren Gould 

Brandon Guba 

John Owen Gulliford 

Anja Elise Hagenson+ * 

Lauren Taylor Hahn 

Avery Hamer 

Charles Ian Handley 

Thomas Patrick Hanniffy 

Ryan Matthew Harkins 

Larkin Francis Haverty-Dennis 

Arthur Heiderscheid 

Matthew Jordan Henderson 

Amarantha Mickaella Hernandez^ 

Dylan Jason Hilsheimer 
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Daniel F. Hippe 

James Hoenings 

Alexia Holtz Miñarro 

Phoebe Cathleen Hopkinson 

Samuel Joseph Horvath 

Zachary Joseph Iozzi+ 

Michael Janora 

Luke Jensen 

Colby Donald Johnson 

Wesley Dean Johnson 

Ryan Macomber Joyce 

Alexa Junazski 

Mikka Kahmann^ 

Haley Rose Keatts 

Kayla Keegan 

Joseph Patrick Kelly V 

Kennedy Kern 

Samantha Lynn Keyzer 

Jonathan Kimber 

Tessa Isabell Knapp^ 

Connor Thomas Koenig 

Trevor Curtis Kolbusz 

Richard Gordon Kozikowski^ 

Augustus Kraft 

Molly Larson 

Jessica T. Laszlo 

Cole Patrick Leach 

Allison Leber 

Will Robert Levesque 

Emma Katherine Liesman 

Luciano Loffreno 

Sarah Ann Lombard 

Luis Lombardo 

Justin Lomeli 

Jose David Lopez 

Christian Daniel Lougheed 

Paula Andrea Macias 

David Marrero 

Wade Martin 

Devin Ronald Mason 

Skylar Masselle 

Patrick F. McAneny III 

Aaron McBride 

Lance McClain 

Connor McCormick^ 

Rachel McCurdy 

Ryley Moore McDonald 

Jules Christine McGeehan 

Thomas McGinnis 

Erin Elizabeth McLoughlin 

Meghan Marie McManus 

Matthew Miguel Mercedes 

Steven Miller 

Matthew Evan Mindich 

Katherine Lisseth Miranda Cruz 

Alyssa Rose Murphy 

Sophia Elizabeth Murphy 

Andrew Matthews Myers 

Emma Grace Nagle^ 

Julia Easton Nask 

Jamison Louis Nassar 

James Nicholson 

Luigi Americo Nuzzolo 

Sarah Olewnik 

Anna Monique Ondre 

Emsela Orucevic 

Isabella Oviedo 

Zachary Chris Papademetriou 

Dillon Jessup Passero 

Shraddha Pareshkumar Patel 

Vansh Nilesh Patel 

Shelby Ann Peak 

Arkadiusz Pelc 

Xavier Donald Perez 

Olivia Rose Perrone 

Madison Brooke Perry 

Chase Martin Peters 

Michael J. Pietrantoni 

James Piller 

Nicholas Pitirri 

Rocco Vincenzo Plano+ 

Michelle Alexandra Portman 

Emma Nicole Purcell+ 

Brendyn W. Puzio 

Wyatt Robert George Ragsdale 

Ava Isabella Ramirez 

Anthony George Ramy 

Carly Patricia Robertson 

Jane Helen Robertson 

Lucas Joseph Rooney 

Sarah Rosten 

Alexandra Grace Rowland 

Nathan Douglas Rushing 

Michael Joseph Russo 

Alexa Rae Sadowski 

Sophia Cristina Salgar 

Lucas Xavier Santos 

Derek Reed Schrader 

Jenna Christine Schriml^ 

Sierra Darayel Sharp 

Norah Margaret Shea 

Marco Bennett Shields 

Jacob David Silipini^ 

Yasmin Melo Silva 

Rich Solomon 

Jesse Thomas Edward Soules 

Richard Stagnitta III 

Ryan Michael Stefiuk 

Sydney Steingold 

Austin Jeffrey Stinner 

Brendan Strong 

Lauren Berkeley Swezey 

Aidan Tarpinian^ 

Nicholas Robert Tartaglia 

Ryan Eric Taube 

Angelina Juliet Tomarchio 

Christopher Jacob Toth 

Taylor Nicole Trimper 

Connor Sullivan Troha 

Michael Charles Giovanni Tronolone 

Logan Michael Van Liew 

Evan van Roekens 

Jeffrey Bruce Van Sant Jr. 

Saxon Ellis Vargo 

Jack Laurence Vaughan 

Bryana Lizeth Villegas Narvaez 

Jamal T. Warren-March 

Alexa Jane Waters^ 

Ani Watson 

Ciara Nicole Watson 

Jacob Michael White 

Angel Williams 

Conall Wilson 

Connor F. Yates 

Bachelor of Science in  
Athletic Training 
Alandra Coure 

@ Summa Cum Laude 
+ Magna Cum Laude 
^ Cum Laude 
* Honors Program 

# Research Distinction 
§ Phi Kappa Phi 
≠ Highest Honors, Graduate Level 
∞ Honors, Graduate Level 
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marshal 
Britt Shirley, Ph.D. 

Professor, Information and Technology Management 

Suzanne Ensmann, Ed.D. 
Associate Professor, Education 

Amanda Firestone, Ph.D. 
Associate Teaching Professor, Communication 

Bella Galperin, Ph.D 
Dana Professor, Management and Entrepreneurship 

Chris Gurrie, Ed.D. 
Associate Professor, Communication 

Daniel Huber, Ph.D. 
Professor, Environmental Studies 

Scott Husband, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Psychology 

Leslie Jones, Ph.D. 
Professor, Mathematics 

Allison Kaczmarek, Ph.D. 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Physician Assistant Medicine 

Dean Koutroumanis, DBA 
Professor, Management and Entrepreneurship 

James Lee, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Marketing 

Lori McRae, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Biology 

Raymond Papp, Ph.D. 
Professor, Information and Technology Management 

assistant marshals 

The marshal, a distinguished member of the University of Tampa faculty, serves as the ceremonial leader, carrying 
the University mace and formally opening the commencement ceremony. With assistant faculty marshals, they 

oversee the seamless coordination of the academic procession and the graduates' passage across the stage. 
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1935   Robert F. Webb, Ph.D., Professor of Geology 

1936-1937 Morris S. Hale, Dean, College of Liberal Arts 

1938-1940 Edward B. Hinckley, Ph.D., Professor of English 

1941-1944 C. Herbert Laub, Ph.D., Professor of History 

1942   Willard B. Phelps, Associate Professor of Geology 

1943   Glenn B. Johnson, Associate Professor of Psychology 

1944   Jesse L. Keene, Professor of History and Political Science 

1945   Rabbi David L. Zielonka, Professor of Religion 

1945   C. C. Denny, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology 

1947-1949 C. Herbert Laub, Ph.D., Professor of History 

1947-1974 Jesse L. Keene, Professor of History and Political Science 

1950-1956 Howard G. Baker, Ph.D., Professor of English 

1955-1958 Alvan R. McFadyen, Professor of English 

1974-1979 Eustasio Fernandez, Ph.D., Professor of Modern Languages, Emeritus 

1980-1987 Marlon L. Ellison, Ph.D., Professor of Biology 

1988-2000 Richard H. Gude, Ph.D., Professor of Biology 

2000-2003 William J. Lohman, Ph.D., Professor of English 

2003-2005 Clayton S. Long, Ph.D., Dana Professor of Information and Technology Management 

2005-2013 Marcy L. Courier, Ph.D., Professor of Information and Technology Management 

2013-2022 Eric Vlahov, Ph.D., Professor of Health Sciences and Human Performance 

2022-present Britt Shirley, Ph.D., Professor of Information and Technology Management 

commencement marshals
 past and present 
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academic REGALIA 

The tradition of distinctive academic regalia 
worn at commencement ceremonies originated 
at European universities in the 12th century and 
evolved to the mortarboards, gowns and hoods 
worn today. 

Academic dress has been used in 
American schools since colonial times, but 
not until around 1885 was it widely used 
at commencement exercises. By 1895, the 
Intercollegiate Commission had prepared a 
code that provides for three types of gowns: (1) a 
bachelor’s gown with long, pointed sleeves; (2) 
a master’s gown with long, closed sleeves having 
arcs near the bottom and slits for the arms; (3) 
a doctor’s gown with full, round, open sleeves. 
The velvet trim may be black, or it may be the 
same color as the velvet edging of the hood, 
indicating the discipline. 

The hood, the most distinctive feature of the 
American code, signifies the degree held and 
the university granting it. Hoods are lined with 
silk in the colors of the institution conferring 
the degree. The color of the velvet border 
indicates the degree’s discipline. 

Red, the traditional color of the church, 
indicates a degree in theology, while green, the 
color of medicinal herbs, stands for medicine. 
Among other colors representing academic 
disciplines are brown for fine arts; dark blue for 
philosophy; golden yellow for science; pink for 
music; and purple for law. 

At the University of Tampa, master’s and 
doctoral candidates wear hoods. Some of the 
colors you might see include: 

Apricot: Doctorate and Master of Science, 
Nursing 

Crimson: Master of Arts, Professional 
Communication, Social and Emerging Media 

Drab: Master of Business Administration, 
Executive Master of Business Administration 

Gold: Master of Science, Accounting; 
Business Analytics; Criminology; Cybersecurity; 
Exercise and Nutrition Science; Finance; 
Information and Technology Management; 
Marketing; and Entrepreneurship 

Light blue: Master of Education, all degrees 

Medicine Green: Doctor of Medical Science 

Sage: Master of Physician Assistant Medicine 

Colored cords represent various honor 
societies and programs. Bachelor’s degree 
candidates graduating with honors wear gold 
cords and may wear a medallion. A student 
graduating from the Honors Program wears 
a medallion on a red and black ribbon, and a 
member of the Phi Kappa Phi national collegiate 
honor society wears a medallion on a royal blue 
ribbon. A member of the Psi Chi psychology 
honor society wears an antiqued platinum 
medallion on a navy ribbon. Student-athletes 
who are members of the national college athlete 
honor society, Chi Alpha Sigma, wear a bronze 
medallion on a black ribbon. 
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history of the mace 

In medieval England, when officials or 
monarchs traveled from one castle to another, 
they were accompanied by a military force. 
At the front were the inexperienced troops, 
who generally were arranged by seniority with 
the most junior in the lead. In the academic 
procession, this group is represented by the 
students, with the bachelor’s candidates in 
the lead, followed by the master’s candidates. 
The nobleman, represented in the academic 
procession by the president of the university, 
marched near the center, immediately followed 
by a trusted bodyguard, who carried a very 
formidable weapon, the mace. 

The mace was a heavy club with a spiked 
or flanged metal knob at one end, used chiefly 
by knights to crush the armor of opponents. By 
the 14th century, the mace had become mostly 
ceremonial. In academic processions, the mace is 
carried by a distinguished member of the faculty. 
At UTampa commencements, the mace is carried 
by the marshal. 

The original UTampa mace was made by 
James Bignell of UTampa’s industrial arts 
department at the request of David Delo, 
UTampa’s fifth president. It was wooden, painted 
black and trimmed with gold. 

When B.D. Owens became president of the 
University in 1971, he wanted a new mace for his 
inauguration. David Dye, a local artist and an art 
instructor at Hillsborough Community College, 
was commissioned to do the design and casting. 

After researching the history of the mace, 
Dye decided to make UTampa’s mace javelin-
like with a minaret shape on top. The mace 
took nine months to complete. The head is very 
thick, made with pure silver over a concrete 
center. The silver was garnered through a silver 
reclamation process from old X-ray negatives 

from St. Joseph’s Hospital and other local 
hospitals. The handle is made of walnut, weighs 
15 pounds and measures 43 1/4 inches. 

The mace is secured in the Office of the 
President when not being used for official 
University functions. 

The mahogany batons carried by the 
assistant marshals were designed and crafted 
by UTampa Professor Emeritus Richard Gude. 
They feature a hand-carved stylized minaret at 
the top, patterned after the mace carried by the 
marshal. These batons are topped with a solid 
brass tip, hand-turned from brass stock. 
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board of trustees 

OFFICERS 

James W. Eyer Jr. 
Chair 
CEO 
Angels Senior Living/Angels Care 
Health Systems 

Thilo Best 
Vice Chair 
Co-Founder and Principal 
Bayshore Retirement Partners 

Bob Blanchard Jr. 
Secretary 
President, CEO and Chairman 
WRB Enterprises 

Charlotte Baker 
Immediate Past Chair 
CEO 
Digital Hands 

Ade Adebisi ’81, MBA ’83 

Founder and President 
Ascellon Corporation 

Lowry Baldwin 
Chairman and Founding Partner 
The Baldwin Group 

Ronice Lauck Barlow MBA ’17 

SVP, Chief Operating Officer 
Independent Contractor Division 
Raymond James Financial Division 

Shannon Brown 
Chair 
Board of Fellows 

Beth Cahill 
President 
Windsor Capital LLC 

Peter Cammick ’79, MBA ’89 

Entrepreneur and Team Owner  
Jets Hockey Club 

Vincent J. Cassidy 
CEO 
Majesty Title Services 

The Hon. Jane Castor ’81* 
Mayor 
City of Tampa 

Patricia A. Clark, Ph.D., MBA ’85 

Realtor Associate  
The Toni Everett Company 

Nick Coccodrilli ’18 
Chair 
Board of Counselors 

Kristen Cordell 
Chair 
Family Association 

Charlene Gordon 
Aerospace and Defense Sales and 
Management (Retired) 
Pilgrim Software Inc. 

Thomas H. Graham ’82 
Chairman 
T.H. Graham & Associates LLC 

Sheilina Henry 
President 
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse  
& Wine Bar 

Paul Heth ’90 
Chief Executive Officer 
Patton Group 

Molly James 
CEO 
Metropolitan Ministries Foundation 

John David Jassy Jr. 
President and Broker  
Jassy Real Estate Investments 

Su Lee MBA ’94 

CEO 
Ace Golf 

Paul Johan 
Partner 
Ballast Point Ventures 

Jason Magee 
CEO 
ConnectWise 

Tino Martinez Sr. ’11 
Consultant 
New York Yankees 

Stephen Mauldin ’90 
Co-CEO 
CNL Financial Group and CNK 
Healthcare Properties 

Thomas A. Meachum ’81, MBA ’93 

Senior Vice President 
Merrill Lynch 

J.C. Nolan ’00 
ChairAlumni Association Board 

Wilhelm Nunn 
President 
Homes by WestBay 

Michael Nursey 
EVP, Central Florida Market 
President 
Amerant Bank 

Cindy Ramm 
President 
The Chiselers Inc. 

Alan Randolph ’90 
FSVP and Chief Banking Officer 
Valley Bank 

Benson Riseman ’78 
President and CEO 
BENSEA Enterprises LLC 

Bob J. Rohrlack Jr., CCE. Ph.D.* 
President and CEO 
Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce 

* Indicates ex officio 
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Bill B. Rutherford ’86 
EVP and CFO (Retired) 
HCA Healthcare 

Nipesh Shah 
President and CEO 
Anchor Glass 

Teresa Stinson 
EVP, Executive Managing Director, 
Florida Corporate Banking 
Cadence Bank 

Keebler Straz 
President and Trustee 
The Straz Family Foundation 

Helen Wesley 
President and CEO 
TECO Peoples Gas 

Karen Zaderej 
Chairman, CEO and President 
(Retired) 
Axogen Inc. 

CHAIR EMERITI 

Phillip E. Casey 
Chairman (Retired) 
Gerdau Ameristeel 

Don DeFosset 
Chairman and CEO 
DJD Group 

James L. Ferman Jr. 
Chairman 
Ferman Motor Company 

James S. MacLeod ’70 
Chairman 
CoastalSouth Bancshares Inc. 

Eugene H. McNichols 
Chairman and CEO 
McNichols Company 

John H. Sykes (Honorary Degree ’98) 
Founder and Chairman Emeritus 
(Retired) 
Sykes Enterprises Inc. 

Rick Thomas ’72 
Founder and Chairman Emeritus 
Thomas Financial Group 

John B. West 
Chairman/CEO 
Lion Investments 

TRUSTEES EMERITI 

Robert C. Calafell ’66, MBA ’75 

Senior Vice President (Retired) 
GTE (Verizon) 

Stephen F. Dickey, M.D. 
President 
Dickey Holdings Inc. 

The Hon. Dick A. Greco ’56 
Former Mayor 
City of Tampa 

A.D. “Sandy” MacKinnon 
CEO (Retired) 
ADM Family LTD 

The Hon. Bob Martinez ’57 

Former Governor 
State of Florida 
Senior Policy Advisor  
Holland & Knight LLP 



ALMA MATER 

August Ingley 
arr. David Clark Isele, Professor Emeritus of Music 

Steadfast and true, 

sing we thy praise, 

Alma Mater free. 

Proud beat our hearts, 

and all our days 

we’ll raise songs to thee. 

We’ll go forth to love and praise 

thee and be ever true. 

Hail our glorious Alma Mater, 

hail our Tampa U. 


	MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
	ceremony agenda
	commencement speaker
	Kevin Fridy, Ph.D.

	candidates for degrees
	DISTINCTIONS:
	DECEMBER 2025
	Doctor of Business Administration
	Doctor of Medical Science
	Doctor of Nursing Practice
	Master of Arts in Professional Communication
	Master of Arts in Social and Emerging Media
	Master of Business Administration
	Master of Education
	Master of Science in Physician Assistant Medicine
	Master of Science in Accounting
	Master of Science in Business Analytics
	Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice
	Master of Science in Cybersecurity
	Master of Science in Entrepreneurship
	Master of Science in Exercise and Nutrition Science
	Master of Science in Finance
	Master of Science in Information and Technology Management
	Master of Science in Instructional Design and Technology
	Master of Science in Marketing
	Master of Science in Nursing
	Bachelor of Arts
	Bachelor of Fine Arts
	Bachelor of Liberal Studies
	Bachelor of Music
	Bachelor of Science

	AUGUST 2025
	Master of Arts in Professional Communication
	Master of Arts in Social and Emerging Media
	Master of Business Administration
	Master of Education
	Master of Physician Assistant Medicine
	Master of Science in Accounting
	Master of Science in Business Analytics
	Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice
	Master of Science in Cybersecurity
	Master of Science in Entrepreneurship
	Master of Science in Exercise and Nutrition Science
	Master of Science in Finance
	Master of Science in Information and Technology Management
	Master of Science in Nursing
	Bachelor of Arts
	Bachelor of Fine Arts
	Bachelor of Liberal Studies
	Bachelor of Music
	Bachelor of Science
	Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training


	marshal
	assistant marshals
	commencement marshals past and present
	academic REGALIA
	history of the mace
	board of trustees
	OFFICERS
	CHAIR EMERITI
	TRUSTEES EMERITI

	ALMA MATER


