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Dean Greenwood's Note 

Last year, in the opening CNHS Newsletter, I 
commented about Hurricane Idalia, and the previous 
year it was Hurricane Ian. This year, even this 
newsletter was delayed because of our two 
hurricanes. Welcome back to the campus that fared very 
well through two hurricanes this semester. While there 
are still some challenges in a couple of residences, and 
a leaky classroom here and there, facilities, campus 
safety and many other colleagues did an amazing job at 
getting the campus ready for classes to resume. Despite 
the UTampa campus faring reasonably well, many in 
our college were impacted by one or more hurricanes, 
including those who are forced completely out of their 
homes for months while repairs are completed. My 
thoughts are with anyone who has suffered through 
these storms; the physical damage and mental stress are 
considerable I know. 

In the spirit of returning to some semblance of routine, 
we welcome many new faculty and staff to the college, 
and this newsletter celebrates many accomplishments of 
our faculty and students during the summer and so far 
in the fall semester. I am proud of all the work our 
faculty and students do, but I am particularly proud of 
the many ways CNHS students and faculty reach out 
into the community to forge connections between the 
University and others. Of particular note was the Youth 

https://www.ut.edu/academics/college-of-natural-and-health-sciences


       
      

        
   

 
          

       
       

        
    

 
 

     

     

   

 

  
  

Environmental Summit and the Hope in Action event, 
which was co-sponsored by CNHS. The event 
concluded with a talk by noted conservationist Dr. Jane 
Goodall at Tropicana Field. 

I wish all the students, faculty, and staff of CNHS a 
much calmer and relaxing semester going forward. We 
learn from everything we encounter, and we are 
stronger, more resilient, and closer than ever because of 
facing these challenges together. 

Most sincerely, 

Welcome all New and Returning Faculty! 

2024 New CNHS Faculty and Staff 

Professor Nancy Amundson Professor Zachary Professor Nyote Calixte 
Biology Beldon Chemistry & Biochemistry 

Sport Management 



   
  

  
   

  
 

  
 

  
   

  

    
    

Professor Thi Nga Do 
Physics & Astronomy 

Professor Sara Gramata 
Sport Management 

Professor Laureen Jacobe 
Nursing 

Professor Robin Glenn 
Professor Sean Dwyer Environmental Studies 

Health Sciences and Human 
Performance 

Professor Yan Guo 
Health Sciences and Human 

Performance 

Professor Rose Hilmo 
Biology 

Professor Bakarr Kanu Professor Bill Irwin Chemistry & Biochemistry Biology 



  
  

 

  
 

   
   

  
   

  
  

  
 

    
 

 

 
              

            

Professor Maxine Jeffery 
Professor Zak Kossiver Nursing 

PA Medicine 

Professor Stephen Lee Professor Kalpana 
PA Medicine Makhijani

Biology 

Professor Jason Rabe 
Health Sciences and Human 

Performance 

Professor Saida Riddell 
Health Sciences & Human 

Performance 

Professor Sima Saeidi 
Physics & Astronomy 

Professor Mindy Siyufy
PA Medicine 

Professor Bethany Tucker Professor Dene Williamson Nursing Sport Management 

CNHS Happenings 

Convocation 2024! 
Convocation was held in the Falk Theater on Saturday August 24 and was attended by 
approximately 800 new students along with our platform party of faculty and student 



         
           

  

      
             

            
            
            

          
          

    

         
            

           

organization officers. Our honored speakers were Dr. Edna Fernandez-Figueroa, Assistant 
Professor - Environmental Studies and Victoria Urso (Allied Health & Human Performance, 
Class of '25). 

The UT2UT Accelerated Pathway for PA admission 

The UT PA Program is excited to announce that the UT2UT Accelerated Pathway for 
PA admission has successfully increased the number of alumni in the PA program. 
To date, 15 UT undergraduates have applied through this pathway, with 13 selected 
for admission. Five students began their studies this fall, and eight more will 
matriculate next fall. We were highly impressed by these applicants’ academic 
achievements, healthcare experience, and other activities that prepared them for the 
demands of graduate medical education. 

Admissions 
The Physician Assistant Medicine Program is highly selective. Applicants are 
considered for the UT PA program if they meet the minimum GPA requirements. 
Each year, UT's physician assistant medicine program receives a large number of 



           

 
           

           
            
            

         

         

           
             

            
                

            

          

applications, and 48 students are selected to matriculate and enroll in August. 
www.ut.edu 

The accelerated pathway opens each May, with interviews conducted in June. UT 
undergraduates or alumni who do not meet the UT2UT pathway requirements are 
still encouraged to apply through the traditional pathway, which also opens in May 
and has rolling interviews from September to December. If you have questions 
about the accelerated admission application process, please visit our website: 
(https://www.ut.edu/graduate-degrees/physician-assistant-medicine-
program/admissions). 

The 2nd Annual ICK: Invasive and Cichlid Kids Fishing Tournament! 

Dr. Bridgette Froeschke's Lab (Environmental Studies) is excited to announce the second 
annual ICK: Invasive and Cichlid Kids Fishing Tournament, taking place at Plant Park on 
Sunday, October 27, 2024. Building on last year's success, where 50 children participated, 
this event offers a fun and educational experience for youth ages 4 to 16. If you're interested 
in volunteering or signing up your child, please contact Dr. Bridgette Froeschke at 
bfroeschke@ut.edu. 

Roots and Shoots Hope in Action Event with Dr. Jane Goodall 



 
              

              
         

           
              

            
                

     

              
                

            
              

             
            

                
     

On September 14, a small army of UTampa students (mostly CNHS) spent the entire day 
volunteering at the Roots and Shoots Hope in Action event. This event featured an all-day 
Youth Environmental Summit in which UTampa students helped Bay-area elementary, 
middle, and high school students learn about environmental education and advocacy. The 
Summit was followed that evening by a presentation from none other than Dr. Jane Goodall, 
world renowned conservationist and founder of Roots and Shoots. On Sunday, the UTampa 
Roots and Shoots chapter led a beach cleanup at Honeymoon Island as a part of the Roots 
and Shoots “Day of Service”. 

Students in SPM 491 Seminar in Sport Management had the opportunity to work and attend 
the Tampa Bay Sun match on Saturday September 14. The Sun are playing in the new USL 
Super League and are Tampa Bay’s first professional women’s sports franchise. To celebrate 
Hispanic Heritage Month, the Sun were giving away “Vamos Tampa” towels to all fans and 
our students were in charge of staffing this promotion. The Sun and UTAMPA sport 
management have developed a strong partnership. Sun staff have been guest speakers, are 
hosting interns and game day staff, as well as hiring 2023 graduate Paul Wales as a full-time 
member of their ticket operations department. 



           
            
        

         
            

             
        

 

Current University of Tampa students visited and toured Gannon University in Ruskin, 
Florida earlier this month to learn about the Doctor of Physical Therapy, Occupational 
Therapy Doctorate, and Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology 
programs. Students met with program directors, admission representatives, and former 
students who are current students in the graduate programs. The University of Tampa 
partnered with Gannon University last year to offer graduates a direct pathway to graduate-
level health programs. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.ut.edu/academics/college-of-natural-and-health-sciences/health-sciences-and-
human-performance/allied-health/ut-gannon-programs 

Student Success 



     

      

     

    

        

    

   

       

     

    
      

  

    

     

    

     

    

 

     

   

     

     

     

     

   

       

     

     

    

     

     

      

   

  

   

    
    

   

    

   

   

  

   

   

 
    

   

    

  

    

     

     

   

   
    

    

   

    

2024 Summer Undergrad Research Fellows

No ela ni Segr ee is workin,g with D r.

Mered ith Clements to :s.t1udy h,ow

y,oun g w om a n c ommunicate .about

their r epro ductive h ea t h . foc using

Spec ifically on fertii t y aware ness

and family planning.

Hilly Hartman is co,lla bor·ating 

with D r. Mark Bender to study

cons umer r espo nse to

controvers ial ad verti.sement s.
Th is will b e d o ne by usin g eye-

track ing technology .

Christian Farre II working with 

Dr . Willi e Leung. is exploring

th e effenive ne ss o f wearable

d evice s ll ik e Apple Watch es and

Fitbits for individuals with

intellectual disabilit ies.

Maia lv,ette Sa ntiago is

co lla borating with Prof. Jacob

Lafond to investigate a bacteria

(P. Fragi) potentially found in

Aysell Khalil wi1th Dr. Kimberly

Dobrin ski are looking .a.t the

,effects of Pad in a gymnospora

a lgae on two types of b reast

c an ce r ce ll lin es: MDA & MC F-7.

Lena Malpeli m entore d by Dr.

Iemanji Brown sough t t o

interpret i f sexua lity a nd d es.ire

c an be c,ontro lled and n avigat ed

t h rough writ ing in the I ife ,of

1920s author Sackville-West

Heather Berwanger

w i1th Dr. Stephen

Jessi e Wahlers with Dr.

Bria n Vei t is working 

w i th Dr. John Struss to

pursue their

likemind ed goal of

developing a mor·e

efficient method of

p roducing biodi esel

Bles sing along with

th e Glazer Children 's

M us eu m look to 

encourage
Emma W ern er w ith D r.

Michael French is study ing

the archi tectu re of the

protein ub iquitin.

Kristian Taylo r i s

stu dying th e effects of

the Braz ilian p epper tree

on mangrove crab

can n ibali sm.
from waste cooking oil.

pu rposeful p lay and

playstyles v ia a

smartphone a pp.

invasive Cane toads.



   

     

    

      

      

    

    

  

    

      

    

    

      

  

    

    

     

     

    

   

       

    

    

     

     

      

     

      

   

   

 

    

      

     

    

     

    

   

   

    

     
     

   

    

    

    

  

 

        

  

     

    
       

Madison You ng is using DNA

s•equencing a nd cult ivat ing th e

bacteria wit h out oxygen . Work ing

w ith Dr. IRub elm a nn, they a im to

identify .and cha r·acterize the

microb ial sp ecies. prese nt in

Jewfish Sinkh ol e.

Willia m s is stuldying ant ibiotic

resista nce in the oral bacteria o f

sh a rks around Ta mpa Bay.

Da na Gaud ette is workin g

w it h Dr. Ben Wilson to study

interactions between

Vereen, is r ese.archin_g hurica ne

evacuation pla ns from multipl e

different rurall .a,nd m etro counties

in Florida and ev aluating t hei r

spe cific pla ns a nd procedures.

regarding vulnerable popu lat ions.

IRo bert Co op er wit h Dr.

Suzanne Di eringer is studying

how socioeconomic factors like

entr·a nce f ees, gas pri ces, a nd

in com e affect National Park

Sa ra Hrnci ar with Dr. Lori Jacques

is d eve loping a new minimalllly

in vasive software t esting mod el

for w ebsites a nd applications

used in r ecreational

environme n t s .

Chrysa nthi Ska liot i s, m e nt ored

by Dr. Diaz Vidal, is conducting

.an i n-dept h .analysis of the

pe rcentage of wome n se rving

on executive boa rd s within t h e

Flori da Compa n ies on the

Russel l 3000 index .

Macken zie Matthew s is

deve loping best practi ces

for a dron e based a quatic
e nzymes and possib le

bi ologica l inhibit ors by

working w ith Dr. IPad

M ahad evan, adde d

new functionalit y to a

w eb-based ge onomics

software, Co re Gen es.

De nis Rey to evaluate t he eco logy study w orking

creating mo lecula r

dyna mics s im u lat io ns . 

Cuban emigre with Dr. Fernandez-
new sp ap er, Pat ria! Figue r·oa.

Emily Lazarz, mentored by Shanda  

Liliana Haight  with Dr. Ann 

visitation. 

Bryton Montgomery, Bryan Padilla has been 
working alongside Dr. 

Faculty and Student Scholarship 



           
        

    
         
         

         
           

         
        

        

Dr. Eric Werner (Chemistry) recently published a paper in the journal Inorganic 
Chemistry titled “Selective Liquid–Liquid Extraction of Thorium(IV) from Rare-
Earth Element Mixtures” (https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.inorgchem.4c01240). Past 
and present UT undergraduate students Wyatt Larrinaga (Chemistry and Biology 
‘21), Bailey Lake (Chemistry ‘23), Victoria Pacanowski (Chemistry ‘25), and 
Michael Patterson (Chemistry ‘17) coauthored the paper which describes the 
development of a system for separation and extraction of the actinide metal, 
thorium, from complex lanthanide metal mixtures. Potential applications of the 
work include enhanced purification methods for rare-earth element minerals 
containing large amounts of thorium that complicate current processes. 



         
           

           
         
           

           
          

          
           

          
           
            
          

        
 

Dr. Bridgette Froeschke from the Environmental Studies Department and Dr. 
Michelle Osovitz from the Biology Department, along with their former students at 
The University of Tampa—Margaret Baker, Ella Hampson, Stella L. Nau, and Ashley 
Thomas—have developed an innovative model to predict the occurrence of 
Staphylococcus aureus in Tampa Bay. Their study, titled "The Use of Boosted 
Regression Trees to Predict the Occurrence and Quantity of Staphylococcus aureus in 
Recreational Marine Waterways," utilized a boosted regression trees (BRT) model to 
analyze the relationship between environmental factors and the abundance of this 
pathogen. By collecting and analyzing water samples from seven recreational sites over 
18 months, the team identified key environmental variables like month, precipitation, 
salinity, and temperature that influence S. aureus presence. The study highlights the 
potential of the BRT model in microbial monitoring, setting a new standard for 
research that can inform public health strategies in marine environments. This 
groundbreaking research exemplifies the collaborative spirit and scientific innovation 
at UTampa. 



              
         

             
           
            

          
           
            

 

           
            

            

In July, Dr. Melissa Culp Director of the Nursing Skills and Simulation Lab, Dr. June 
Llerena Simulation Curriculum and Development Director and Michael Layme Simulation 
Technician traveled to Iasi, Romania to meet with the leadership, faculty and staff of 
Fundatia Ecologica Green Postscolia (FEG) School system and representatives from a SOSU 
Aarhaus a Vocation Education Training program in Denmark. The team presented topics on 
establishing a simulation program, simulation professional development, and the role of 
simulation in healthcare education. They also met with government officials and local 
healthcare leaders to learn about the healthcare needs of the region and country. 

Alumnae news 

Two HSHP graduates, McKenzie Dahlin (current PA student) and Tara O’Connor (public 
health) published an article from their 2023 summer research on a SURF grant. 
A Systematic Review of the Respiratory Effects of Red Tide | Respiratory Care 
(rcjournal.com) 



 

   
   

     
      

    
   
   

   
     

    
     

     
    

    
  
   

 

            
            

               
            

             
            

      
 

            
              
          

    

Dr. Michael Middlebrooks (Biology) 
attended the American Malacological 
Society Conference in Pasadena CA in 
August. He gave a talk (citation below) 
on some recent sea slug 
research. Professor John Ambrosio 
(Biology) and Dr. Middlebrooks’ 
research student Samantha Schlegel 
were also authors on the talk. 

Michael L. Middlebrooks, Nicholas E. 
Curtis, Samantha Schlegel, and Louis J. 
Ambrosio. Discovery of a population of 
the temperate sacoglossan sea slug 
Elysia chlorotica in a subtropical 
habitat. American Malacological 
Society Annual Meeting (2024), 
Pasadena, CA. 

Dr. Michael Middlebrooks (Biology) and Dr. Sarah Wilson (Biology) along with and UT 
Alum Kourtney Barber were co-authors on a poster presented at the American Malacological 
Society Conference in Pasadena CA in August. The title of the poster along with the co-
authors is found below. Prior to the meeting Dr. Middlebrooks attended the International 
Heterobranch Workshop on Kleptobiology and Photosymbiosis which is put on as part of the 
American Malacological Society meeting. Dr. Middlebrooks gave a talk at this workshop as 
well entitled, “Plant-Herbivore Interactions of Specialist Herbivores”. 

Nicholas E. Curtis, Michael L. Middlebrooks, Sarah E. Wilson, Kourtney S. Barber, and 
Monica Mullally. DNA barcoding reveals that a coral reef population of the sea slug Elysia 
crispata feeds mostly on cryptic epilithic algal species. American Malacological Society 
Annual Meeting (2024), Pasadena, CA. 



              
              

          
      

 

           
        

            
       

      
      

      

In the May Term Dr. Michael Middlebrooks (Biology) took a class of students to Roatan, 
Honduras for the MAR344 Coral Reefs course. They spent two weeks at the Roatan Institute 
for Marine Sciences learning to identify organisms underwater, participating in coral 
restoration efforts, and conducting student-led research projects. 

Drs. Tressa Pedroff (Nursing) and Robin White (Nursing) presented a poster entitled 
“Transforming Undergraduate Nursing Student Comfort with Palliative Care Using 
Innovative Modalities” in July 2024 at the End of Life Nursing Education Consortium 
(ELNEC) Conference through the AACN in Portland Oregon. 

Dr. Eduardo D Souza (HSHP) co-authored the 
paper "Changes in muscle cross-sectional area during 
two menstrual cycles may not be exclusively 



      
      

 

    
       

  
        

         
       

    
      

     
 

       
    

       
       

    
      

      
      

      
      
            

           
          

            

attributed to resistance training," which was published 
in the journal Applied Physiology, Nutrition, and 
Metabolism. https://doi.org/10.1139/apnm-2024-0004 

Dr. Kristian Taylor (Biology) recently 
published the following article in the Journal of 
College Science Teaching: 
Sandquist, E. J., Schofield, B. J., Taylor, K. H., 
Engel, A. C., Liu, J., Putzke, A. P., … Wolyniak, 
M. J. (2024). A Community of Practice for 
CURE Development: The MIRIC (Mentoring 
the Integration of Research into the Classroom) 
Network. Journal of College Science Teaching, 
53(5), 454–461. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/0047231X.2024.2373026. 

On the 18th of September, PA Faculty Zak 
Kossiver provided combat life-saving training 
for the ROTC faculty. This is crucial in 
preparing them to support their cadets in training 
environments and potential real-world scenarios. 
This specialized training equips the cadre with 
the skills and knowledge to effectively respond 
to medical emergencies on the battlefield, where 
immediate care can be the difference between 
life and death. By empowering ROTC faculty 
with these critical life-saving techniques, they can confidently lead and support their cadets, 
ensuring they are prepared to handle military service's physical and medical challenges. 
Additionally, this training strengthens the bond between medical and military personnel, 
fostering a deeper understanding of the roles each plays in ensuring mission success. 



         
         

             
            

      

           
            

           
         

           
           

         
         

            
            

           
            

      
          

        
           

Drs. Romuald Delacroix (Nursing) and Robin White (Nursing) took seven 
undergraduate nursing and three graduate nursing students to the Dominican 
Republic in August 2024 on a study abroad trip with Solid Rock International. They 
hosted four mobile medical clinics over four days and treated over 500 patients, 
including patients in two migrant Haitian camps. 

Five members of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry attended the Biannual 
Conference on Chemical Education (BCCE) held from July 28-August 1 in Lexington, KY 
at the University of Kentucky. Associate Professors Eric Ballard and Christine Theodore, 
Assistant Professor John Struss, Associate Teaching Professor Matt Wilson and 
Chemistry Instructor Dee Dee Brumfield traveled to participate in workshops and sessions 
focused on four broad themes related to chemical education: Classroom Practice and 
Learning Environments, Curriculum and Cognition, Assessment and Research Methods, and 
Professional Development. Drs. Ballard, Struss, and Theodore also gave presentations 
related to the development of experiments and courses implemented here at The University 
of Tampa. All presentations were well received and resulted in engaging discussions and 
new academic networking opportunities. All five attendees returned with fresh ideas and 
new methods to share with their colleagues and implement in the department’s courses. 

Presentations by Department faculty (*indicates undergraduate co-authors): 
Shelby Lash*, Bella Ruozzi*, Catherine Boino*,Eric Ballard, Benjamin Wilson, Scott 
Witherow. “Linking Organic Chemistry II, Physical Chemistry, and Biochemistry 
Laboratories in the Study of the Inhibition of Alkaline Phosphatase by Phenylalanine 
Derivatives”. 



            
        
          

      

  
         
         

             
        

           
           
           

 
            

           
           

             
            

           
 

 

  

John Struss. “Alkylation of Anisole Using Alkenes and Alcohols as Electrophile Precursors” 
Christine Theodore. “Enhancing Spectroscopy Learning in the Undergraduate Classroom.” 
Christine Theodore. “Integrating an Inquiry-Based Chemistry and Art Travel Course for 
Non-Science Majors into the Liberal Arts Curriculum.” 

Workshops Attended: 
Dee Dee Brumfield: “Forensic Science Workshop and Roundtable Discussion.” 
Christine Theodore: “Art and Archaeology-Inspired Chemistry Labs and Activities.” 

On October 8, 2024, PA Department Chair Johnna Yealy and Vice President and Chief 
Diversity Officer Thomas Witherspoon delivered an on-demand webinar titled 
"Developing a DEI Action Plan: Lights, Camera, Action!" at the National Physician 
Assistant Education Conference. This peer-reviewed CME event was designed to assist PA 
educators in creating actionable Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) strategies within their 
programs. 

PA programs must integrate DEI initiatives to address health disparities and promote an 
inclusive learning environment for future healthcare providers. The webinar aimed to foster 
environments where students and patients from diverse backgrounds can thrive by equipping 
educators with the tools to build effective DEI action plans. The session provided practical 
steps for educators to implement DEI strategies, emphasizing the critical role that diversity 
and inclusion play in improving healthcare outcomes and creating more culturally competent 
healthcare professionals. 

Important Dates 

UT Master Calendar 

Mark Your 
Calendar Dates to 

Remember 



  

     
     
            

 
    

       
         
         
      
      
     
    
   
    

      

           

UT Academic Calendar 

October 21- First 7-week classes end 
October 23- Second 7-week classes begin 
October 26 - Deadline for graduate candidate names to appear in the December 
Commencement Program 
November 1 - College Meeting 
November 4- Registration begins for Spring and Winter 
November 4 - Last day to withdraw from 14-week class 
November 12- Last day to withdraw from second 7-week class 
November 27- December 1 - Thanksgiving Break 
December 7- Last Day of Fall Classes 
December 9-12 - Fall final exams 
December 12- Fall Semester ends 
December 13- Fall Commencement 
December 16- Fall Grades Due 

Please send future news items to jfasick@ut.edu 

University of Tampa | 401 W. Kennedy | Tampa, FL 33606 US 
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