
The University of Tampa (UTampa) Accounting 
Department is dedicated to providing high-quality 
education to students and fostering partnerships 
with the accounting industry in Tampa Bay. Over 
the past academic year, faculty collaborated 
closely to enhance connections with accounting 
alumni, promote involvement in accounting student 
organizations and highlight the societal relevance 
of accounting. We continued to refine programs 
based on feedback from stakeholders and to better 
prepare for the new Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) exam format. We take great pride in our 
accomplishments over the past year and look 
forward to another successful year ahead.

These accomplishments would not have been 
achievable without the commitment of our faculty 
and the invaluable support from the advisory board 
and the local business community.

Daniel Adam, Visiting Lecturer

Daniel Adam joined the accounting department 
in Fall 2024. He has his BS and MS in Accounting 
from the University of South Florida.

Elio Alfonso, Associate Professor

Elio Alfonso joined the accounting faculty in Fall 
2018. He earned his Ph.D. in Accounting from 
Louisiana State University and previously was 
an assistant professor at Florida International 
University. Alfonso is a CPA and teaches 
intermediate accounting and introductory financial 
accounting.

Michael Baker, Lecturer

Michael Baker has been a faculty member 
since Fall 2019 and is the faculty advisor for the 
IMA student chapter. He is a CPA and teaches 
introductory financial and managerial accounting 
as well as the mergers and acquisitions graduate 
course.

Becca Baaske, Assistant Professor 

Becca Baaske joined the accounting faculty in Fall 
2021 after earning her Ph.D. in Accounting from the 
University of South Florida. She is a licensed CPA 
in Illinois and previously worked in PwC’s Chicago 
office, where she rose to the role of senior auditor 
in the Private Company Services group. Baaske 
teaches courses in accounting information systems, 
advanced accounting analytics, and both financial 
and managerial accounting at the introductory 
level. Her research focuses on developing the data 
analytics skill sets of students and professionals, 
with additional interests in accounting education, 
particularly motivation and learning in the 
classroom.

Lisa Bostick, Associate Professor 

Lisa Bostick has been with the accounting 
department since Fall 2001. She earned her DBA at 
Louisiana Tech University and taught there prior to 
joining UTampa. Bostick is a CPA and specializes in 
teaching financial accounting. She is retiring this 
year. We are very greatful for her tenure here at 
UTampa. 

Kelly Darnell, Lecturer

Kelly Darnell joined the accounting faculty in Fall 
2022. She is a CPA and has an MS in Accounting 
from UTampa. Darnell has worked in public 
accounting, internal audit and consulting. She has 
experience in performing financial statement audits 
and compliance audits for both public and private 
clients.

Sarah Fulmer, Assistant Professor

Sarah Fulmer joined the accounting department as 
an assistant professor in Fall 2019 and previously 
was an assistant professor at California State 
University, Fullerton. She earned a Ph.D. in Finance 
from Florida State University and holds an LLM 
in Taxation from the University of Florida. Fulmer 
teaches managerial and cost accounting.
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Bachman Fulmer, Associate Professor

Bachman Fulmer earned his Ph.D. from Florida 
State University and worked as an assistant 
professor at California State University, Fullerton 
prior to joining UTampa in Fall 2016. Fulmer 
specializes in accounting information systems, and 
he teaches introductory and intermediate financial 
accounting.

Rachel Gambol, Lecturer

Rachel Gambol has an MS in Accounting from 
Kent State University and is a CPA. She has been 
with UTampa as an instructor since Fall 2015. 
Gambol is the Beta Alpha Psi faculty co-advisor, 
alongside Juliana Kralik, and teaches introductory 
and intermediate financial accounting as well as 
managerial accounting.

Rob Goodwin, Lecturer 

Rob Goodwin has an MS in accounting from the 
University of South Florida, holds both the CPA 
and CMA designations and is pursuing a DBA 
in accounting from the University of Florida. He 
has been affiliated with UTampa since 2015 and 
teaches various courses, including UTampa’s 

newest accounting elective, data analytics for 
accounting. Goodwin also serves as the accounting 
internships coordinator for students seeking 
college credit for their internship experience and 
is a part of a new university-wide initiative to 
develop President Dahlberg’s vision of Internships 
for All. 

Yvette Green, Lecturer 

Yvette Green has an MS in Accounting from the 
University of South Florida and is a CPA. She has 
been with UTampa since 2016 and was an adjunct 
instructor in 2015. Green is the coordinator for 
introductory accounting courses and teaches 
introductory financial and managerial accounting.

Mary Keener, Associate Professor

Mary Keener has a Ph.D. from Kent State 
University. She joined UTampa in 2007 and teaches 
intermediate accounting II and introductory 
financial accounting at the undergraduate level. 

Elena Klevsky, Assistant Professor

Elena Klevsky joined the accounting faculty in Fall 
2020, having previously worked at the University 
of New Mexico as an assistant professor. She 

holds a Ph.D. in Accountancy from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, is a CPA and 
worked as a senior associate at PwC in Boston. At 
UTampa, Klevsky teaches introductory managerial 
accounting and cost accounting to MBAs.

Juliana Kralik, Lecturer

Juliana Kralik joined the accounting faculty in 
the Fall of 2022. She holds an MS in Accounting 
from the University of South Florida and is a CPA. 
Alongside Becca Baaske, Kralik co-leads initiatives 
connecting introductory accounting students with 
accounting professionals. She currently teaches 
introductory accounting courses and is set to begin 
teaching accounting information systems this 
coming Fall 2025. Additionally, Kralik served as a 
co-advisor for Beta Alpha Psi this year alongside 
Rachel Gambol.

Robert Marley, Associate Professor 

Robert Marley has a Ph.D. in Accounting from 
the University of South Florida and is a CPA. He 
has been a member of the accounting faculty 
since Fall 2014, having previously served as an 
assistant professor at Georgia Southern University. 
Marley specializes in teaching auditing and 
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accounting courses as well as 
financial statement analysis 
and valuation at the graduate 
level. He is one of the co-
directors for the Center for 
Ethics.

Steve Platau, Professor 

Steve Platau has a J.D. from 
the University of Cincinnati 
and holds the CPA designation. 
Platau has been with UTampa 
for 41 years. He specializes 
in teaching tax at both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels and is the director of the 
accounting department’s VITA program. Platau 
serves on the AICPA’s Professional Ethics 
Executive Committee as well as the Florida Board 
of Accountancy. He was recently appointed to 
NASBA’s Private Equity Task Force.

J. Christian Plesner Rossing, Associate 
Professor, Director/Chair

J. Christian Plesner Rossing earned his Ph.D. from 
Copenhagen Business School, where he served as 
an assistant professor and an associate professor 
prior to joining UTampa in Fall 2018. He teaches 
financial accounting at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels.

Michael Robinson, Professor

Michael Robinson earned a Ph.D. in Accounting 
from Arizona State University with an emphasis 
on equity valuation technologies. He joined 
UTampa in Fall 2012 and teaches courses in 
the EMBA and MBA programs with a focus 

on how managers analyze and use accounting 
information to make tactical business decisions. 
Robinson’s teaching is supported by over 20 years 
of corporate experience that spans strategic 
planning, organizing business, and implementing 
and monitoring control systems.

Melissa Walters, Associate Professor

Melissa Walters earned her Ph.D. from the 
University of Central Florida. She joined the 
accounting faculty at UTampa in 2006, having 
previously been an associate professor at Loyola 
University New Orleans. Her teaching interests 
include accounting information systems, business 
and professional ethics, cost and management 
accounting and information systems advisory and 
assurance.
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Academic Year 2024-25 highlights

Juliana Kralik and Becca Baaske were 
awarded a competitive Research Innovation 
and Scholarly Excellence (RISE) grant from the 
University. Their funded study investigates 
how communication about accounting careers 
influences student decision-making, with the 
goal of developing actionable strategies to help 
the department—and the broader academic 
community—strengthen the pipeline of future 
accounting professionals.

Steve Platau developed a new graduate course, 
Federal Taxation III, with a focus on tax compliance 
and planning. He also worked with NASBA, the 
FICPA, and representatives from other states to 
support legislation aimed at expanding pathways 
to CPA licensure.

Bachman Fulmer earned a certificate in Teaching 
with AI and serves as a member of the American 
Accounting Association Pipeline Task Force, 
which is dedicated to attracting students to the 
accounting major and profession. He has also 
contributed to the academic community as an ad 
hoc reviewer for several prestigious journals.

Robert Marley was promoted from Associate 
Professor to Full Professor in recognition of 
his outstanding teaching, impactful research, 
and dedicated service to the Sykes College 
of Business. He also launched the inaugural 
“Exchanging Books for Briefcases” initiative, 
bringing professionals from Big 4, national, and 
regional public accounting firms into his audit 
classrooms to help students navigate the transition 

from student to professional. The initiative has 
already led to valuable mentorships and full-time 
job opportunities for students.

Melissa Walters revised ACC 637: Information 
Systems Advisory and Assurance by updating 
course materials, enhancing experiential 
assignments, and integrating a student research 
project, which she delivered in Spring 2025. 
Walters serves as the Accounting Student Canvas 
Site Administrator and has contributed through 
service on the University’s Instructional Technology 
Committee, the College’s Technology Competency 
Committee, and the department’s Accounting 
Scholarship Committee and ACC 203 Review Task 
Force.

Elio Alfonso served on the Accounting 
Department’s Assurance of Learning (AoL) 
Committee, contributing to the evaluation and 
continuous improvement of learning goals related 
to critical thinking, professional competency, 
global business expertise, and ethics.

Becca Baaske was awarded a course release 
in recognition of her work developing ACC 625: 
Advanced Accounting Analytics and integrating 
technology into the curriculum. She also received 
a competitive RISE Grant alongside Juliana Kralik. 
In 2025, Baaske was invited to join the Editorial 
Board of Accounting Open, a new open-access 
journal of the American Accounting Association, 
and continues to serve as a regular reviewer 
for the Journal of Information Systems and the 
International Journal of Accounting Information 
Systems.

Elena Klevsky presented her research at the 
CTLA and AAA Annual Meeting in Washington, 
D.C., including a teaching case co-authored with 
Sarah Fulmer. She also served as a discussant 
at AAA, chaired the COB Student Committee for 
Research Day 2025, and delivered a CPE session 
on “Developing a Serendipity Mindset” to the 
Tampa Bay Chapter of the IMA, based on her 
published research.

Rachel Gambol served as a major contributor 
to the 8th edition of Managerial Accounting by 
Wendy Tietz, a widely used textbook in the U.S. 
and Canada, including in UTampa’s managerial 
accounting course. She is responsible for updating 
end-of-chapter content across all 15 chapters and 
is developing “AI Spotlights” that showcase how 
small businesses and professionals can leverage 
generative AI to conduct business more efficiently 
and ethically.

Rob Goodwin developed a new course, ACC 
305: Data Analytics for Accounting. He served as 
co-chair of the University Internships Committee 
and as a member of the Internships Exploratory 
Committee. Goodwin also organized the 
Accounting Intern Bootcamp and participated as 
a panelist in the Career Services New Employer 
Summer Institute Panel. Additionally, Goodwin 
chaired an honors thesis.

Mary Keener served as a peer reviewer for 
Oxford Economic Papers, contributing her expertise 
to the academic review process of this prestigious 
journal.
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Student Organizations

Beta Alpha Psi (BAP)

UTampa’s Beta Alpha Psi (BAP) Beta Lambda 
chapter maintained its superior status for the 
2024-25 academic year by completing a significant 
number of professional and service hours, 
among other requirements to achieve this top 
tier award status. When receiving notice of the 
superior status, the national BAP president noted 
that UTampa’s BAP Chapter “…far exceeded 
the baseline requirements of Beta Alpha Psi 
and has excelled in the areas of academics, 
professionalism, and leadership.”

It was another strong year for the Lambda 
Beta chapter in various other BAP-sponsored 
international competitions. Despite there being 
a significant number of submissions worldwide, 
UTampa’s BAP chapter was selected as a first-
round winner of the Best Practices competition, 
“Impacting Your Community,” which allowed 
our chapter to compete for next round of the 
competition in Denver at the February mid-year 
BAP meeting. Moreover, Savannah Houghtalin 
was selected to compete in the Project Run With It 

competition at the annual meeting in August 2024, 
where she teamed up with BAP members across 
the world to help problem-solve an issue facing a 
non-profit organization.

In addition to competing at the mid-year meeting, 
we hosted over 20 local financial information 
firms at weekly chapter meetings. Lastly, we 
held over 10 service events throughout the year, 
including a “Title I” event where members created 
motivational gifts for local underserved schools, 
volunteered hours through local Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) programs and made cards 
and gifts for local school children and seniors, just 
to highlight a few.

BAP Alumni Mixer

UTampa’s Beta Alpha Psi chapter held its third 
annual Alumni & Partner Mixer in April 2025, 
strengthening connections between students, 
faculty and professionals in the Tampa Bay area. 
During this successful event, current students 
and alumni mingled over food and beverages. We 
are excited to continue to build a strong alumni 
network and include this event in the annual BAP 
schedule.

Institute of Management Accountants (IMA)
Student Chapter

During the 2024-2025 academic year, UTampa’s 
Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) 
student chapter continued its momentum under 
new leadership. The chapter organized a series 
of engaging events featuring prominent guest 
speakers from various sectors. Notable speakers 
included industry experts such as Adjunct 
Professor Patricia “Trish” Messina with over 
30 years of experience as a financial executive, 
management consultant, auditor, financial advisor, 
and entrepreneur; Tim Merrick, Vice President 
of Global Investments Finance at MetLife; and 
David Fraser, Director of Finance of CONA and 
former Coca-Cola Finance Director. These events 
attracted a high turnout, providing members with 
valuable insights and networking opportunities in 
the accounting and finance fields. The IMA chapter 
remains dedicated to fostering professional growth 
and networking among students, encouraging 
active participation to enhance their collegiate and 
future career prospects.

ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER

“Road to the Real World,” “An Exploration of 
Career Paths in Accounting” and “More than 
Debits and Credits”

The Accounting Department is committed to 
actively engaging current and prospective 
accounting majors through diverse events and 
initiatives that bridge classroom learning with 
professional practice.

In Fall 2024, we successfully launched a new 
initiative for accounting majors, “Accounting 
Bootcamp: Road to the Real World.” This half-day 
event offered students in their first upper-level 
accounting course valuable insights into becoming 
accounting professionals, featuring perspectives 
from faculty, recent alumni and advisory board 
members.

Alongside the Bootcamp, we continued our 
established programs designed to inspire interest 
among introductory business students. Early 
each semester, “An Exploration of Career Paths 

in Accounting” allows professionals to share 
their diverse experiences directly with students 
in the classroom. We then cap off each semester 
with “More than Debits and Credits,” a dynamic 
networking event where panelists and roundtable 
discussions provide real-world insights and 
practical advice.

We are encouraged by the positive student 
feedback and the enthusiastic engagement from 
participating professionals. If you are interested 
in contributing to future events or collaborating 
on professional development opportunities for 
our accounting students, please contact Professor 
Kralik (jkralik@ut.edu) or Professor Baaske 
(rbaaske@ut.edu). We welcome new ideas and 
are happy to help facilitate unique connections 
between professionals and our students. Also, 
please make sure to add accountingevents@ut.edu 
to your safe senders list to stay informed about 
future events and opportunities.

mailto:jkralik@ut.edu
mailto:rbaaske@ut.edu
mailto:accountingevents@ut.edu
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The Accounting Programs 

Recently Developed Courses:

ACC 305: Data Analytics for Accounting: This 
course provides accounting students with an 
understanding of data analytic thinking and 
terminology and hands-on experience with data 
analytics tools and techniques used in various 
areas of the accounting profession. Students leave 
this course with the skills to translate accounting 
and business problems into actionable proposals 
using critical thinking and standard business 
technologies. ACC 305 was deployed in Fall 2024 
and received very positive feedback from students. 
This initiative was also driven by advisory board 
feedback, as they had for years indicated the need 
for students to gain more rigorous analytics skills. 
Additionally, the Florida Board of Accountancy no 
longer requires students to take Cost Accounting 
to sit for the CPA exam in Florida; instead, they 
must take either a cost or an analytics course. This 

change aligns our program with state educational 
requirements and regulatory initiatives.

ACC 611: Mergers and Acquisitions: This course 
provides students with an understanding of 
mergers and acquisitions. Through a series of 
lectures, articles, and casework, students gain 
insights into the mergers and acquisitions process. 
They learn the motivations behind deals, the 
importance of historical mergers and acquisitions 
transactions and cycles, and the stages of the deal 
process from inception to post merger integration. 
The course emphasizes the due diligence process 
typically conducted by accounting and finance 
specialists. The course ran successfully for the first 
time in Fall 2024 and continues to attract students.

Accounting in our Community:

This academic year, 92 students participated in 
ACC 099: Non-credit Service Requirement for 
Accounting Majors across the summer, fall and 
spring terms. That figure closely aligns with the 

number of undergraduates expected to graduate 
with an accounting degree this year.

Each student completed a minimum of 30 service 
hours—many exceeded 50—resulting in nearly 
3,000 total hours contributed to the community. 
All service is performed on a volunteer basis for 
nonprofit organizations outside the University. 
Approximately two-thirds of these hours 
were completed through the VITA program, in 
partnership with United Way Suncoast and the 
IRS.

Students document their service by submitting 
volunteer transcripts through the ACC 099 
non-credit course. In addition to VITA, common 
volunteer placements include The Humane Society, 
Feeding Tampa Bay, The Spring and Metropolitan 
Ministries.

The UTampa ACC 099/VITA Program is directed by 
Steve Platau. 

Other highlights 

The latest BYU Accounting Research Rankings for 2024 have been published, and we are proud to announce significant achievements for UTampa. 
Our department ranks #23 worldwide for research contributions in accounting education over the last six years. Furthermore, we achieved a #7 global 
ranking specifically for educational cases. These highly respected rankings reflect the quality and impact of faculty’s scholarly work in advancing accounting 
education.

Accounting Advisory Board

The Accounting Advisory Board assists the

department with a variety of tasks including

strategic development, program design and

curriculum improvements. The board also plays

a critical role in classroom visits as well as

extracurricular activities where students can learn

more about the accounting profession and engage

in networking opportunities. 

The members of the Accounting Advisory Board 
are:

• Jeannette Bolesta, Saltmarsh

• Kristen Brand, Hancock Askew & Co.

• Christopher Bray, PwC

• Bo Brault, RSM

• Kathryn Bostick, Crowe Horwath

• Dmitriy Bukhar, Internal Revenue Service

• Kim Cardenas, Accountfully

• Edward Carey, CliftonLarsonAllen

• Joe Cottone, SBF Advisors

• Judith Destasio, MacDonald Training Center

• Carlos Gonzalez, Amgen

• Glyn Hunter, PwC

• Thomas Lind, CliftonLarsonAllen

• Cindy Mull, Trenam Law

• Larissa Pavan Santos, Alvarez & Marsal

• Steven J. Rodriguez, O’Connor & Rodriguez, PA

• Matthew Saucier, Rivero, Gordimer & Company

• Joanie Vergo, Kemco Systems
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Faculty research published/accepted for 
publication

J. Christian Plesner Rossing and co-authors 
published  “Tax Departments in Multinationals: 
Organizational Tax Police or Enabling Business 
Partner?” in the Journal of Accounting & 
Organizational Change. This paper aims to study 
the management of international transfer pricing 
(ITP) tax risks in multinational enterprises (MNEs). 
Specifically, the authors examine how in-house tax 
departments interact with business managers to 
implement tax strategies for ITP.

Juliana Kralik and co-authors  published 
“Accounting Faculty Perspectives on Data 
Analytics: Course Design, Competency 
Assessment, and Employer Needs and Response” 
in Issues in Accounting Education. This study 
investigates how accounting faculty are 
implementing data analytics in the curriculum 

by surveying  instructors. Specifically, it explores 
course design, competency assessment, and 
employer feedback regarding the integration of 
data analytics in accounting education. 

Elio Alfonso and Mary Keener published 
“Mandatory Modern Slavery Statements and 
Earnings Manipulation” in the Journal of Forensic 
and Investigative Accounting. This paper explores 
whether the issuance of mandatory modern slavery 
statements (MMSS) is associated with the quality 
of financial reporting. 

Robert Marley and co-authors 
published  “Maintaining Public Trust: 
Nonprofessional Investors’ Trust Judgement 
Associated with Financial Reporting Restatements 
and Audit Tenure” in the Journal of Accounting, 
Ethics & Public Policy. This paper investigates how 
the origin of financial restatements and the length 
of audit tenure influence public trust.

Becca Baaske and co-authors 
published “Improving Audit Quality with Data 
Analytic Visualizations: The Importance of 
Spatial Abilities and Feedback in Anomaly 
Identification” in Accounting Horizons. This 
study explores how auditors’ spatial abilities and 
the type of feedback they receive affect their 
performance in identifying anomalies using data 
visualizations.

Becca Baaske has an article titled “A Multi-
Disciplinary Theory Repository and Assurance 
Ecosystem Framework to Facilitate Research” 
accepted for publication in Auditing: A Journal of 
Practice & Theory.

Steve Platau, Becca Baaske, and Mary 
Keener had an article titled “Should it Stay or 
Should it Go? Practitioner Opinions on the 150-
Hour Requirement” accepted for publication.
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