
Where the Jobs Are:
Working for the Federal 

Government

Office of Career Services

The University of Tampa



Office of Career Services

The University of Tampa

There is a job for everyone!

No matter what your interest or 

aspiration, chances are there's 

a federal job that matches it in 

the 15 cabinet departments and 

hundreds of US government 

agencies. 



Just a few agencies at a glance

•Department of Agriculture

•Department of Commerce

•Department of Defense

•Department of Education

•Department of Energy

•Department of Health & Human   

Services

•Department of Homeland Security

•Department of Justice

•Department of Labor

•Department of State

•Department of the Interior

•Department of Transportation

•Department of Treasury

•Department of Veteran Affairs

•Environmental Protection Agency

•Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

•Central Intelligence Agency

•Federal Reserve Board

•General Services Administration

•Government Accounting Office

•International Broadcast Bureau

•Library of Congress

•NASA

•National Archives

•Office of Personnel Management

•Pension and Benefit Guarantee 

•US AID

•All Military Branches

•The Smithsonian
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The government is hiring!

While prospects for finding 

good job in the private 

sector shift with the 

prevailing economic winds, 

there are literally thousands 

of opportunities in the 

federal government. Federal 

agencies need to fill more 

than 273,000 mission critical 

positions by September 

2012 and over 600,000 

positions in total will need to 

be filled by the year 2013. 
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http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/index.asp
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/index.asp


Work with People Who Reflect 

America’s Diversity

The federal government 

is a leader in providing 

real opportunities for 

career growth to all 

Americans regardless of 

age, gender, race, 

ethnicity, sexual 

orientation or disability. 

The government simply 

wants the best and the 

brightest. 
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http://publicservice.monster.com/articles/youngpeople/
http://diversity.monster.com/wo
http://diversity.monster.com/
http://publicservice.monster.com/articles/latinos/
http://diversity.monster.com/gale/
http://diversity.monster.com/gale/
http://diversity.monster.com/wwd/


Get the Benefits of Government Work

The total package of federal pay, health and child-care 
benefits, student loan repayment and retirement 

savings plans are competitive with those offered in 
the private sector. 
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Student Loan Repayment

 Used as a recruitment tool

 Maximum benefit not to exceed $60,000

 Yearly maximum $10,000

 3 year service agreement must be signed

 Each agency determines how much they can 

afford

 Certain rules apply to terminated employees or 

employees on leave
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Work Just About Anywhere

You can work for the federal government in any 

of the 50 states or in one of the 180 countries 

where the US has a State Department embassy 

or consulate. In fact, 84 percent of all federal 

jobs are located outside Washington, DC. 

US Embassy in London
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Continue Your Education

The government offers some of the country's best 
advanced education and training assistance 

opportunities. You can complete a graduate degree 
or executive program at your local college or 

university while working for Uncle Sam. 
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Advance Your Career
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More than 60 percent of all federal 

managers will reach retirement age by 

the year 2030, which means there are 

ample opportunities to gain more 

responsibility and achieve 

management and leadership positions

more quickly than you might expect. 

http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/ses.asp


Get a Life!

Unlike many private sector employers, the federal 
government offers a variety of work/life balance 

programs -- from flexible work schedules to 
telecommuting -- to make life easier for 

its employees.
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http://publicservice.monster.com/articles/time/
http://publicservice.monster.com/articles/time/


Build Your Resume

Serving your country 

can be a great resume 

builder. You can gain 

real hands-on 

experience and develop 

marketable skills doing 

work that matters in 

internships or in various 

career fields. 
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http://publicservice.monster.com/articles/internships/
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/series_search.asp
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/series_search.asp


Top Three Agency Hires

for 2010-2012

 Veteran’s Administration – 48,159 

 Department of Homeland Security –

65,730

 Department of Defense – 43,514
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How do you get in?

There are several ways to get hired by 

the government

STEP (Student Temporary Employment Program)

http://www.usajobs.gov/STUDENTS.asp

SCEP (Student Career Experience Program)

http://www.usajobs.gov/STUDENTS.asp

CIP (Career Intern Program)

http://www.opm.gov/careerintern/

PMF (Presidential Management Fellows)

https://www.pmf.opm.gov/
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http://www.usajobs.gov/STUDENTS.asp
http://www.usajobs.gov/STUDENTS.asp
http://www.opm.gov/careerintern/
https://www.pmf.opm.gov/


All programs are NOT 

created equal

 STEP  Student Temporary Employment Program
Temporary assignment-no benefits/conversion 
option, not major specific

 SCEP  Student Career Experience Program 
Must be enrolled in school ; major specific -640 hours of 
interning can lead to full-time conversion

 CIP Career Intern Program-new grads 

Six months prior to graduation and within three 
years of graduation) – career conditional for two 
years (rotations) leading to conversion

 HACU  Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
Year-round placements all over U.S.; don’t need to be 
Hispanic!

 PMF  Presidential Management Fellows
For graduate or professional degree; two-year rotations
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Check out both websites!

Remember to check out

BOTH

www.usajobs.opm.gov

AND

www.studentjobs.gov

There are thousands of opportunities!
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http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/
http://www.studentjobs.gov/
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Not just your typical job…

 Protocol Officer – National Geospatial Intelligence Agency

 Deputy Finance Director – Library of Congress

 Grape Genetics Researcher - USDA

 Police Officer – Bureau of Indian Affairs

 Supervisory Psychologist – Defense Counterintelligence

 Criminal Investigator – US Forest Service

 Chemist – US Customs and Border Patrol

 Socio-Economic Specialist – Minerals and Management Services

 Statistician – Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)

 Foreign Language Program Coordinator – FBI

 Writer/Editor – Army Tank, Automotive and Armament Command

 Guidance Counselor – USDA – Forest Service

 International Broadcaster – Board of Governers

 Teacher – Federal Bureau of Prisons

 Interior Designer – Veterans Affairs

 Fish and Wildlife Pilot- Department of Interior

 Operations/Research Mathematician – Department of Defense
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How to get started…

 Attend job fairs and Information Sessions in your area –

get out and meet government recruiters when they are 

on campus!

 Get involved in internship opportunities that can lead to 

full-time placement.

 Visit www.usajobs.opm.gov on a regular basis.  

 Create an account on USAJobs to store your resume 

and set up a job search.

 Visit agency websites i.e., www.cia.gov, www.dhs.gov, 

etc.

 Develop a “federal” resume…it’s not the one page 

resume Career Services usually recommends!
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http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/
http://www.cia.gov/
http://www.dhs.gov/


Tips for Success

 Get started early!

 Prepare your resume, have it critiqued,  

and store it on www.usajobs.gov. 

 Gather necessary documents; U.S. passport, 
family info, driving record, transcripts, 
recommendation letters – be prepared.

 Network, network, network!

 Do your homework

 Have a “Plan B.”
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http://www.usajobs.gov/


Questions?
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