




Helicopter professors, like their parenting 
counterparts, hover over students, 
swooping in to rescue them from any hint 
of failure or challenge. Just as helicopter 
parenting can be harmful to children, 
helicopter professoring poses similar 
threats to students, not the least of which 
is creating disengaged students 
dependent on professors for all aspects of 
their learning and development.









“They spend countless hours working 
with students who ask for help.” 
Permissive teachers set deadlines but 
they tend to be flexible in enforcing 
them, making special arrangements 
for students as needed.



Neglectful teachers make no effort at 
class discipline, ignoring any 
misbehavior that arises, and tend to 
view students as threatening and 
complaining.



Authoritarian teachers are not 
nurturing, may ignore requests for 
help, and often do not provide any 
personal attention or encouragement 
to students.



“They think carefully about their rules 
and standards, announce them in 
advance, explain why they are 
necessary and enforce them 
constantly.” But they are also willing 
to extend special dispensation if 
circumstances justify it under school 
policy.




