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Abstracts

1. Regime Type Influence on Literacy Rates
Zuleyma Andrade & Lauren Wilenski (PSC)

This study examines to what extent three political regimes (Dictatorship, Parliamentary Democracy, and Presidential
Democracy) influence the literacy rates of their societies. This was determined by studying data from the World data
set, including that of regime types, literacy rates, and government spending on education. Through this research, we
found that regime type does have a significant influence on literacy rates. However, this influence becomes even
more abundant when taking government spending on education into account. On their own, regime type and
government spending on education influence literacy rates, yet when the three variables are observed together,
there is a significant relationship. Our research concludes that it is a combination of government type and

2. Internet Usage and Personality
Claudia Arango, Andre Gostkowski, & Hannah Cox (PSY)

Using social media too frequently can play a role in internet addiction, a type of behavioral addiction, like
pathological gambling. “Substance” dependency is shown in other behavioral addictions. This dependency leads to
reductions in decision making abilities and impulse control. The current study investigated the relationship between
internet addiction and the big five personality traits. Through the use of an online survey, participants answered
questions, ranking how much each one applied to them. Their levels of addiction were compared to each personality
trait. We expect to find people who have low neuroticism and low conscientiousness will be less prone to addictive

3. Party Ildentification and Affirmative Action
lan Archbold (PSC)

In this paper, | will examine how party identification relates to support for affirmative action programs in the United
States. Using the 2012 General Social Survey, | will study how party identification can create conflicting interests
when it comes to policy making for affirmative action programs. The independent variable will act as party
identification and the dependent variable will be support for affirmative action. Throughout the paper, | will be
explaining how some ideologies line up with political parties and how those parties may vote on affirmative action.
My research will also include the use of gender and race as control variables. Using variables from the GSS 2012

4. The Accountability of Large Corporations by Environmental Non-governmental Organizations in Oil Spill
Disasters
Rachel Armellino (PSC)

Environmental non-governmental organizations focus on the field of environmentalism and help when there are
natural disasters or human made disasters. These types of disasters level from oil spills, deforestation, coral
deconstruction. This research will be focusing on the Qil Spills that have occurred in previous years. These
organizations take on the responsibility of assisting communities and the environment after an ecological disaster.
Since | will be examining the research three specific cases that | will be able to apply to my hypotheses. | expect to
find that environmental non-governmental organizations hold corporations accountable with the help from the federal



5. Do Students Involved in Greek Life Have a More Positive Attitude Towards Authority Than Those Who Are Not?
Emily Azoalos & Sydney Gilison (PSY 200)
This study in progress aims to explore the attitudes towards authority of students either involved or not involved in
Greek Life. Previous research on Greek Life and leadership has suggested that those who have strived to be involved
in a social group, such as a fraternity or a sorority, an individual may outweigh the positives of being the group and
ignore consequences. In the current study (expected N =80), participants complete a background questionnaire, and
then each participant will complete the Adolescent Attitudes Toward Authority Measure (AATAM). The main
hypotheses are that participants who are involved in Greek Life will have a more positive attitude towards authority
than those not involved in Greek Life. We also predict that females will have a more positive towards authority than
males or non-binary.

6. The Effect of Personality Type and Activity Level on Boredom
Lauren Ballinger & Madi Hook (PSY 200)
This study in progress (expected N = 30) will be testing how participants’ personality and the level of activity
presented to them in a short film clip influence how bored they feel. The independent variables are personality type
classified as either introverted or extroverted using the “Big Five Inventory- 2" test, and the level of activity in a film
clip presented to participants. The dependent variable is the level of boredom measured with the Multi-Dimensional
State Boredom Scale taken after watching one of two movie clips. It is hypothesized that a) when watching a clip
with high levels of activity, participants with an extroverted personality will show a higher level of boredom than
those with introverted personalities, and 2) when watching a clip with low levels of activity, extroverts will also show
higher levels of boredom than introverts.

7. The Impact of Exposure to Victimization Effects on Students’ Perceptions of Rape and White-Collar Crime.
Alejandra Barrios (CRM)
Recent national surveys suggest a hardening of attitudes towards white-collar crime, even relative to street crime.
However, one common limitation in this literature is the use of crude vignettes that focus more on the offense itself
than on its long-term effects on the victims. This study proposes to (1) isolate the impact of information about
victimization effects on attitudes towards crime, and (2) determine whether rape and white-collar crime scenarios
that describe similar trauma are judged similarly or differently. Our findings suggest greater perceived seriousness of
rape relative to white-collar crime, regardless of exposure to information about victimization effects. Further, while
such exposure was associated with increased punitiveness towards crime in general, participants were more likely
to punish white-collar crime with a stiffer monetary sanction.

8. To What Extent Do NGOs Contribute to Regime Change in Non-Democratic States?
Casey Bauer (PSC)
No one can argue that NGOs do not have an impact on a domestic level within nations, scholars are beginning to test
whether the presence of NGOs can spur, encourage, or in some way contribute to regime change. If true, NGOs have
the ability to change the international system, elevating the status of non-state actors and posing a serious challenge
to realism IR theory. This paper will look at the role NGOs play in encouraging political participation, the interactions
NGOs have with non-democratic governments and whether they take an active role in social movements against
governments. Previous academic work has looked at cases from individual nations, but very few have examined
multiple countries in order to control to if the regime change is a regional phenomenon or something bigger than
NGOs have a part in replicating across the world.



9. Are Women Leaders Better for Economic Development?

10.

11.

Casey Bauer (PSC)

Remembered as the “forgotten decade” the 1980’s were a time of economic and social gains regress and things
looked bleak for much of Central and South America. In the thirty years since the “forgotten decade”, Latin America
has transformed, both through economic gain and political transition. As military juntas and authoritarian regimes
gave way to democracies, which led to increased economic development, political scientists and economists have
been quick to claim democracies are key to this economic development. This paper will show that the right
leadership in a democracy is needed for strong economic development. That leadership comes in the form of more
women in governing roles, from head of the executive branch down to local offices, the more women in office may be
the magic formula to Latin America’s development.

From Part-Time to Full-on “Adulting”: Exploring the Relationship between Identity Statuses, Future Anxiety,
and Career Readiness

Armenda Bialas, Evelyn Henn, Taylor Pecci, & Shaifali Saxena (PSY)

Current undergraduate students are rumored to have a more prominent fear of maturity than previous generations.
Identity development is occurring during this time of increased fear and could be negatively affected (Smith et al,
2017). However, there has been no research examining links between identity status, future anxiety, and career
readiness. In this study, 145 participants (97 female) completed a survey that measured identity status, future anxiety,
and career readiness. Results suggest that there are links between specific aspects of career readiness and
progress toward forming an identity, but no such link between identity and future anxiety emerged. Further, female
participants had significantly greater future anxiety; while, male participants scored significantly higher on goal
orientation.

The Effects of Searching Online for Mental Health Information

Armenda Bialas, Forrest Harrison, Hannah Buzbee, Victoria Pena, Talia Shuman, Adam Barrett-Clarke, Andrea
Brunetti, Cynthia Gangi, & Erica Yuen (PSY)

Today, Internet research for mental health information is prevalent among young adults due to its convenience;
however, the quality and reliability of the information is questioned. In the present study, 186 participants completed
an online search task for mental health information for a friend or themselves, or a control Google Maps task.
Afterward, questionnaires were completed to reveal the participants’ perceptions about mental illnesses and
preferred coping mechanisms. Findings conclude that online searches yield increased optimism toward
psychotherapy, but not medication. Additionally, an online search did not influence participants’ willingness to seek
professional treatment or their stigma toward it. Results suggest that searching online about mental health
information aids optimism about general treatability of mental health.

12. The Shopper’s Guide: Why We Buy

Brittany Bing & Brianna Tinsley (PSY)

Consumers make decisions based off references like past purchases. Past research suggests that price perception
can be manipulated when we use an anchor, or reference, before buying an item. This study looks at the relationship
between the anchoring adjustment and estimating prices along with the origin of a product. We induced participants
to use their student ID as a price anchor for a shoe. We told some participants the shoe came from an upscale mall in
Tampa, and others that the shoe came from a lower scale mall. Results suggests that participants set the price of the
shoe according to the anchor and would assume the price of the shoe is either lower or higher depending on the
origin of the store. The study proposes that consumers make judgments about a product depending on the store it
originated from and if an anchor is used as a reference.



13..Parental Influence on Education and Career Choice

14.

15.

Brittany Bing, Eryn Graham, Liz Lustgarten, & Princess Tinsley (PSY)

Most college students are faced with two significant choices during their education: deciding on both a major and
future career aspirations. For many college students, parents act as valuable and reliable resources to depend upon
during this chaotic time. Past research has demonstrated the numerous ways in which parents can influence their
child’s education and career choices. The present study addressed the possible relationships between parental
influence and students’ choice of major and career. Seventy-five students from the University of Tampa completed a
questionnaire which centered around the participants’ college education and career decisions. Results demonstrate
that parents indeed influence their children’s college education and career choices. Therefore, it appears that
emerging adults actively receive guidance and support from their parents during college.

Zeigarnik Effect for Word Search Task

Brett Boehne & Tanner Scott (PSY)

We examined the Zeigarnik effect during a word search task. This effect states that memory of interrupted or
incomplete tasks will be enhanced compared to completed or uninterrupted tasks. To test our participants, they
combed for words in a word search task. With this, the words could be in the multiple directions. The participants
searched for a total of 20 words and they were given 35 seconds to find each word. For words that were not found,
the participant was shown its location. Then, at the conclusion of the task, the participants attempted to recall all of
the words from the word search task. The percentage recall for the found words from the task will be compared to
the percentage of recall for the unfound words. Based upon the results of previous work, we predict that there would
be significant results that support the Zeigarnik effect.

Values in Non-Romantic Versus Romantic Relationships Regarding Components of Sternberg’s Triangular
Theory of Love

Nicole Bouchard & Anna Pollard (PSY)

Sternberg’s Triangular Theory of Love identifies love as having three major components; Intimacy (Liking), Passion
(Infatuation), and Commitment (Empty Love). Most research on desirable facets of love vary and focus on middle-
aged adults. College-aged, emerging adults may propose alternate results, especially on what facets of love they
value most in romantic and non-romantic relationships. In this study in progress students participate in an online
survey containing the Triadic Love Scale-Revised (TLS-R) and view one of three videos: Non-Romantic Relationship,
Romantic Relationship, and Control (Neutral). The dependent variables will be scores of intimacy, passion, and
commitment forms of love. Hypotheses are that college students who watch the romantic relationship video will rate
passion higher and intimacy lower than those who watched the non-romantic video and vice versa.

16. Links between Self Esteem, Sexual Risk Taking, Infidelity and Attitudes toward Consensual Non-Monogamy

among Emerging Adults

Amalia Brantley, Nechelle Knott, Jenna Martelle, & Ekaterini Sheridan (PSY)

“Hookup culture” is part of the mainstream for emerging adults aged 18 to 29. Attitudes towards “hooking up” have
been thoroughly studied, but little research analyzes the more recent emergence of consensual non-monogamy. This
style of relationship involves having several consenting romantic/sexual partners rather than one monogamous
partner. Sixty-three emerging adults completed a questionnaire assessing their experiences with infidelity, self-
esteem, sexual-risk taking behaviors, and attitudes towards consensual non-monogamy. Results suggest that
emerging adults with higher self esteem and sexually permissive attitudes had a more favorable view of consensual
non-monogamy. Sexual risk taking behavior and infidelity were unrelated to attitudes towards consensual non-
monogamy, and those who had committed emotional infidelity had lower self esteem than those who had not.
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17. Does Country of Origin Have an Effect on an Individual’s Health, Wellness, and Adaptability to New Surroundings?

18.

Kristyn Burrows & Michael Stasio (PSY)

This research in progress (expected N = 50) investigates the impact that country of origin has on one’s health,
wellness, and adaptability to living in the U.S. Participants provide demographic data, then complete measures on
sleep hygiene, acculturative stress, homesickness, and attitudes towards physical and mental health. International
and U.S. students were grouped according to distance and travel time back home from college. We hypothesize that
a) females would be more likely to admit worries about mental and physical health than males, b) International
students who spend more than 10 hours travelling home or that cannot drive home will experience more feelings of
homesickness and acculturative stress, and c) financial difficulty will prompt higher feelings of homesickness and
acculturative stress for international students.

Changes in Perceived Likability in Response to Sexual Orientation
Nicole Cagnina & Kassandra Ramsdell (PSY)

This study in progress examines whether learning a peer’s sexual orientation changes one’s perception of that peer.
Perception is measured through likability, defined as the extent to which a person is agreeable or easily liked.
Participants (expected N = 60) will either read a script that provides basic information about a peer (major,
hometown, etc.) or a script that includes all text from the first script, plus additional information about the peer’s
sexual orientation. After reading a script, participants will complete the Reysen Likability Scale in relation to the peer
they read about. We hypothesize that students who read the script with background information alone will rate their
peer as more likable than students that read the script containing information related to sexual orientation. We also
hypothesize that female students will rate their peer as more likable than males.

19. An Exploratory Study of the Needs of Pregnant and Parenting College Students

20.

Samantha Cavaco & Kathryn Branch (CRM)

Prior research demonstrates that college women who experience an unintended pregnancy are at increased risk of
not completing their college degree compared to their counterparts (USDOE, 2013). College women who are pregnant
experience a myriad of effects related to their physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. Thus, these
students need support. Pregnant students are important in their own right, and their unique stories and experiences
can provide insight into the complicated nature of pregnancy and parenting during college. The scope of this issue
radiates far beyond the pregnant student. In order to fill the critical gap in the literature, a qualitative methodology
will be used to explore the experiences of female college students who are pregnant or parenting to determine the
needs of the population while completing their college degree.

Influence of Perceived Mate Value in Males
Elayna Cerini & Karina Gelabert (PSY)

Perceived mate value is defined as how someone rates themselves across attributes that are typical in a good
partner. This study in progress (expected N = 60) explores perceived mate value in college males. Participants
provide demographic data, listen to one of the three condition audio recordings of a woman describing herself: 1.
With physical attributes, 2. With personable attributes, 3. a woman describing good tips to study for an exam
(CONTROL). Participants will then fill out Kirsner’s Mate Value Inventory-11 Scale. The main hypothesis is that men
who read the narrative of the woman describing herself with personable characteristics (vs. men who listened to the
physical attributes condition) will rate themselves lower on the Mate Value Inventory-11 Scale. We also hypothesized
men will rate the woman talking about physical conditions as more likely to be attracted to them.

1



21.

22

23.

24.

Is There a Direct Effect of Fitness on Happiness?
Adon Chavis (PSY 200)

This study in progress examines the correlation between fitness participation and mood and asks whether increased
fitness leads to a higher sense of happiness. Participants (expected N = 40) read the informed consent, provide
background and exercise information, complete the Subjective Happiness Scale, and the read a debriefing
statement. The main hypotheses are that a) students who go the gym more often will tend to be happier than those
who do not go at all, and that b) males who go to the gym will receive a higher sense happiness than their women
counterparts who also go to the gym.

Political Behavior in Ghana
Chloe Carpentier & Mary Anderson (PSC)

The realm of political psychology has been widely explored in western countries. However, less researched is how
individual’s psychology influences their political behavior in less developed countries such as Ghana. This paper
explores the ways that personality in an inclusive culture such as Ghana impacts political behavior vis a vis a more
individual, or western culture.

How is Social Media an Effective Tool for Women’s Advocacy Networks?
Mariah Cook (PSC)

Social media is being used more and more for activism purposes like crowdfunding, spreading awareness, and
gaining support for issues. In this paper, | discuss the reasoning for advocacy networks using social media, as well
as the elements of an effective social media campaign. Further, in evaluating the strengths, weaknesses, and
limitations of this method of advocacy, | found that campaigns that utilized social media were more effective in
gaining support for their movements, as well as creating a sense of community among supporters from around the
world, which leads to increased participation as a result of fostering feelings of solidarity between those involved,
although some died out due to difficulties in maintaining momentum and support as new campaigns and
controversies gained footing in media and society.

Investigating the Relationship between Party Identity and Desire to Improve the Environment.
Skylah Cunningham, Michaela Murray, & Balladine Fichtner-Morgan (PSC)

Our research project includes a comprehensive look into the relationship between political party identification and
desire to improve the environment. We will be utilizing SPSS, specifically examining the variables “partyid” and
“natenvir”. The variable “partyid” conveying the subject’s political identification, and the variable “natenvir”
depicting how strongly the subject believes improving and protecting the environment is being focused on. The
measurement for both variables are nominal, as they both entail that the subject selects their answer from a given
scale. This being said, we will be re-coding the variables for the purpose of analyzing and better conveying the
findings of our research.
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25. Marijuana Opinion in Legalized States

26.

27.

28.

Jamie D'Cruz-Young (PSC)

As of January bth, 2018 over sixty percent of Americans believe that the drug should be legalized. Democrats and
Republicans, however, still sit on fairly opposite sides of the issue with over 55% of Republicans against legalization
and over 70% of Democrats in favor of fully legalized cannabis. This reflects the actions of the current administration
with Attorney General Jeff Sessions infamously denouncing the use and spread of the drug. This firm stance is not
quite as well reflected among all members of the party though, many current Republican governors have been
witness to legislation being passed on the medicinal and recreational legalization of the drug. This begs the question
of whether or not the staunch party ideals of old, the "War on Drugs’, still exists in the states that have allowed for the
legal selling of Marijuana.

The Effects of Facebook Use and Rumination on Cognitions and Emotions

Marissa Del Vecchio, Danielle Russo, Hannah Cox, Gabrielle Espert, Kayla Hill, Nicole Cagnina, Michael
Stasio, Erin Koterba, & Erica Yuen (PSY)

Past research has suggested that Facebook usage has a negative impact on mood levels due to factors like
rumination and feelings of envy. This study seeks to understand the relationship between these factors and mood
after Facebook use. Participants (N = 232) were randomly assigned to one of five conditions in which they completed
surveys then browsed either Facebook or the general web for 20 minutes. Three conditions were asked to reflect on
their experience (positively, negatively or generally) while the other two control conditions were not assigned a
reflection task. There were several common themes found in each reflection type that provide reasonable support for
our findings. As a whole, our results have suggested that ruminating after Facebook use does a have a negative
impact on mood levels.

Are Partnerships between Northern NGOs and Southern NGOs Helpful in Achieving Development and
Humanitarian Goals?

Shelby Denney (PSC)

This study seeks to explore the different types of partnerships between international NGOs and local and domestic
NGOs and to test whether or not partnerships increase effectiveness and capacity in target communities. Northern
NGOs often developed and implemented programs and projects into communities themselves, but more recently
there has been a focus on partnering with local and domestic Southern NGOs. It is important for NGOs to focus on
increasing local capacity in humanitarian and development work. This study uses three case studies to display
different degrees of partnership between Northern and Southern NGOs and to test the effectiveness of these
partnerships. | anticipate the analysis will show that established partnerships between Northern and Southern NGOs
that are focused on increasing local capacity will increase effectiveness of the work of these NGOs in target
communities.

NGO Funding

Matt Duffy (PSC)

The purpose of this research is to produce a comparative case study analysis on the distribution of NGO funding. This
paper discusses the varying differences in fundraising and spending approaches of these organizations. By
comparing select NGOs using the most similar system design, | hope to evaluate the culture of these organizations as
a whole. This paper aims to add to the gap in the existing research on the topic, as there lacks a comprehensive
understanding of how differing organizations allocate their funding. By comprising analyses of different NGOs, | hope
to add to existing studies on these organizations. Through this approach, my goal is to assess the various factors that
go in to how an organization decides to distribute and spend its funding. My results showed these differing factors
and how the affected spending.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

South Korea’s Economic Blossoming
Juliet Eke (IST)

College students’ opinions on the norms and perceived commonality of cheating in an academic setting influence the
In the 1960’s, South Korea's GDP per capita was around one hundred fifty dollars. A mere twenty years later, in 1980,
the country’s GDP underwent an incredible miracle, growing eleven times as much, at $1,700. What led to South
Korea's massive economic blossoming? Theorists and scholars have come up with many different explanations in
light of this rapid success. South Korea's model of prosperity can also be seen as imitated by African countries
whose economies have excelled as well, such as Botswana. Such an increase in a short amount of time begs the
how question to be answered. By taking a closer look at these explanations for South Korea’s economic boom and
studying cases across Africa, we are able to grasp a better sense of what caused this dramatic change in a country’s
outcome.

How Controversial Concepts Affect Partisanship
Mariah Elkins (PSC)

This research was conducted in order to see if controversial topics such as abortion could affect what political party
people identify with. Taking into consideration that it is commonly believed individuals choose their political party
based of the ideals said party holds, this investigation looks into if that belief holds true, or if other factors determine
one’s partisanship. By using SPSS data sets, conclusions are able to be drawn by using variables provided for
abortion and political party identification. Each paragraph presented in this paper presents descriptions of what can
lead individuals to change parties and how the presence of controversial topics effect their outlooks on their
selected party.

Does Democratization Impact Economic Prosperity in Latin America?
Noah Elliott (PSC)

The focus of this research is to determine how democratization within Latin America has effected economic growth.
Democracy has long been praised as the superior system of governmental rule and advocated around the globe to
bring forth widespread freedom and stability. Yet, there is a consistent division between nations who flourish in
success after democratization and those who struggle to survive under their newly established government. This
research investigates three countries in Latin America and targets factors such as poverty, path to democracy,
economic prosperity, and public opinion. The ultimate objective in the research is to discern what perpetuates the
inability of certain nations to economically cope with democracy. The results will expectantly provide guidance to
future states who are in the early stages of democratization.

Human Sexual Activity and Mood
Gabrielle Espert & Lauren Pascoe (PSY)

coming” part of sex culture in the media. Previous research has shown there is a social stigma surrounding the
expression of BDSM behavior, despite people reporting that they are aroused by such behavior. The current study in
progress (expected N = 60) will act as a “societal update” on perceptions of BDSM behavior. Participants watch one
of three music videos: a) BDSM or “kinky” behavior, b) “vanilla” or socially normal sex behavior, ¢) a neutral
condition. Main hypotheses are: 1. Participants who feel discomforted by BDSM-type behavior will experience a
change from positive affect to negative affect after watching kinky content. 2. Participants who do not feel
discomforted by BDSM-type behavior will experience no change in affect after watching the kinky material.
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33.

3.

35.

36.

Faith and Non-Governmental Organizations
Devon Espinoza (PSC)

In the past twenty years, the scope of influence of NGOs has increased dramatically. Non-governmental
organizations have a multitude of agendas to include humanitarian assistance, developmental aid, advocating human
rights and environmental lobbying. Among the estimated several million NGOs in existence today, an increasing
number of them are characterizing themselves as faith-based organizations. FBOs have trouble using the term
“religion” to describe themselves due to the negative connotations and it will be more difficult for them to apply for
public funding. This is because of the notion of proselytizing efforts. Proselytism is the act of converting or attempting
to convert individuals from one religion, belief, or opinion to another. | will attempt to draw a connection between
proselytism and government policy in different regions of the world.

Mainstream Gender Roles in the Media and the Effects on Sexual Communication and Satisfaction
Jessica Filipe (PSY)

Previous research amongst dominant forms of media has found that there have been traditional and heteronormative
gendered scripts all around since “the media” has existed. These gendered scripts enforce heteronormativity; a
dominant and unemotional male, and a passive, submissive, and sexy female. The goal of the current research study
was to asses the relationships between the media and people’s sexual behavior. The current study (expected N = 70)
investigates whether being exposed to a video of open sexual communication versus no sexual communication will
have an effect on participant’s self-reported sexual satisfaction and intercommunication. It is hypothesized that
students who view the video with open sexual communication will score lower on their self-reported sexual
satisfaction and partner communication than students who view the video with no expressed sexual communication.

Does Food Aid Cause a Cycle of Dependency?
Wyatt Floyd (PSC)

The purpose of this research is to produce a comparative case study analysis on the effects of food aid on
dependency. This paper discusses the implications of humanitarian relief and the provision of food security
technologies. The manipulation of food pricing and supply can have drastic results on local nutritional health. This
paper aims at adding to existing literature on the topic, and to develop my own theories on the relationship between
donor and recipient. | am specifically interesting in investigating what happens when NGOs remove themselves from
the crisis areas. With this approach, | test three hypothesis that focus on the duration of food aid programs, the
manipulation of food prices, and alternative aid solutions. | predict that my findings will align similarly with existing
research and offer a broader macro analysis on food aid as a whole.

The Big-5 Trait Model Applied to a Developing Democracy: Colombia
Erik Gadzinski - Aaron Gomez (PSC)

Most research and theory produced in the field of political science has largely ignored the relationship between
personality and mass political behavior. The relatively recent development of five-factor trait models of personality
has provided the impetus for political scientists to study such relationships. Relationships between personality and
political behavior have been observed for a number of political behaviors using five-factor trait models. That said, the
research in this area has been reserved, almost exclusively, to advanced democracies. In this essay, we expand on
this research regarding the relationship between personality and political behavior by studying the relationship in
Colombia, using the five-factor trait model. Specifically, we hypothesize that personality, constructed from the Big 5
personality traits has an effect on voter turnout.
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Exploring Links Between Happiness, Sexual Attitudes and Behaviors, Age, and Gender in Emerging Adulthood
Michelle Gefroh, Jennifer Duni, Amanda Stevens, & Veronica Meisel (PSY)

The current study examined overall happiness in conjunction with sexual attitudes and behaviors, and if gender
influences that relationship. Previous research has found that self-esteem is tied to risky sexual behaviors (Maas &
Lefkowitz, 2014), but there is a lack of research investigating happiness as a separate psychological phenomenon in
association with sexual behaviors. In the present study, 147 students (117 women; MAge=20.07, SD=1.48) completed
an online survey about sexual behaviors, sexual attitudes, and happiness. Findings suggest that men and women
have similar attitudes toward sexuality, but differ in sexual behaviors depending on happiness and lifetime number of
partners. In emerging adulthood, it is becoming more acceptable to engage in higher amounts of sexual behaviors,
and it is important to understand how the development of sexual identity impacts overall happiness.

How Do NGOs Ensure The Safety Of Their Operations In “Hotspot” Regions Of The World?
Gabriel Gerth (PSC)

This paper seeks to find out how NGOs working in dangerous parts of the world make sure that their efforts are
secure and successful. The research focuses on the different types of security that NGOs use when their operations
are in hotspot regions; these security measures can include anything from state-sponsored security, foreign
sponsored state security, to private security. The research also seeks to measure how effective each type of security
choice actually is when compared, in terms of the overall success of the NGOs’ s while operating in that particular
hotspot region.

What is the Role of NGOs in the Battle against Human Trafficking?
Aaron Gomez (PSC)

Extant literature on human trafficking often mentions the role of NGOs in deterring or confronting human trafficking.
Nonetheless, numerous scholars that address this issue fail to acknowledge in conjunction whether NGOs prove to
be influential players in reducing human trafficking and whether cooperation and help from governments is vital for
their success. This article theorizes that some anti-trafficking NGOs are better able to deter and reduce human
trafficking when their host governments are willing to support them and cooperate towards a common goal.
Therefore, this comparative case study examines NGO involvement in three countries situated in the Southeastern
Asia region (Bangladesh, Cambodia, and Indonesia) and show that governmental and NGO cooperation, along with
the support of foreign entities, is crucial for the success of anti-trafficking efforts.

Music and Psychological Changes in Mood
Jillian Gomez & Madelynn Rey (PSY 200)

This study (in progress) aims to determine if listening to positive, upbeat music will have an immediate effect on an
individual’s mood. Music has been used as a non-clinical treatment for psychological distress. Participants (expected
N = 50) will be recruited in the lobby of the Vaughn Center at the University of Tampa. They will be asked to complete
the Positive and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS) to assess their mood before the experiment. They will watch one
of three short music videos evoking different emotions then take the PANAS one more time to determine their mood
after watching the music video. We hypothesize that after watching the positive emotion video, upon self-analysis,
the participants’ mood and psychological will improve, or will notate “positive” attributes.
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41. A Selfie is Worth a Thousand Words: The Relationship between Selfies, “Selfitis,” Narcissism, and Social
Media Addiction
Cassandra Gonzalez, Ana Lucia Jaramillo, Shannon Lecoeuvre, & Simoni Williams (PSY)

With the explosion of social media, selfie-taking has risen dramatically. Given the limited empirical understanding of
the consequences of selfie-taking, this study aimed to evaluate the relationship between selfies, narcissism, social
media addiction, and “selfitis” (obsessive selfie-taking; Balakrishnan & Griffiths, 2017). Seventy-four participants (56
female) completed a questionnaire assessing their selfie behaviors, their levels of social media addiction, selfitis, and
narcissism. Results indicated a strong relationship between selfie taking, posting frequency, and selfitis. Leadership/
Authority, one dimension of narcissism, was tied to selfie-taking frequency but not selfie-posting frequency. Social
media addiction and selfitis were also strongly related. Our findings suggest that higher selfie-taking frequency could
be tied to maladaptive behaviors.

42. Political Party Recruitment In Battleground States: A Florida Case Study
Gabriella Gonzalez & Kathryn VanderMolen (PSC)

This study investigates political party recruitment, using Florida as a case study. As one of the most highly contes<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>