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Ryne Burds 
Assistant Director of Fraternity & Sorority Life, Fraternity & 
Sorority Life 
I have a Bachelor of Arts in General Studies and a minor in German. Additionally, 
I have my Master of Arts in Student Affairs. I have worked in Fraternity & Sorority 
Life for 4 years. I am a higher education nerd and love all things leadership. 

Advice:  I wish I would have known that getting involved earlier would have 
helped better connect me to campus. 

 

  Staff 
  Email: rburds@ut.edu  

 
 
 
 

mailto:rburds@ut.edu


Michael Coon 
Assistant Professor, Economics 
When I started college, I could only afford to take 1 class per semester at a 
community college. After several years there, a professor helped me get a 
scholarship to transfer to a 4-year school. There, another professor helped me 
get into a program to prepare me for graduate school. I later went on to get my 
PhD in economics. I worked hard, but much of my success was due to accepting 
help from the right person at the right time...people who knew how the system 
worked. Make sure you look for opportunities, and take advantage of them when 
they present themselves. 

Advice:  Professors are much more approachable and willing to help you than 
you think, don’t be afraid to ask. 

 

  Faculty 
  Email: mcoon@ut.edu  

 
Madison Corteo  
Staff Assistant II Orientation and Family Engagement 
My undergraduate degree is in mass communications and graphic design. 
Following my graduation from USF, I took a job as a video producer and copy 
editor at a creative agency. This is where I gained most of my professional 
experience, and grew into the person that I am today. 

Advice:  Explore all of the possible options before choosing a degree path--don't 
choose one just because you feel forced to. 

 

  Staff  
  Email: mcorteo@ut.edu  

 
 
 

mailto:mcoon@ut.edu
mailto:mcorteo@ut.edu


Melissa Culp  
Director of Nursing Skills and Simulation Lab, Professor of 
Instruction I 
My first career was in corporate finance prior to becoming a nurse. My research 
interests include healthy work environments, professional communication 
techniques, and alternative and complementary medicine. 

Advice:  Well-meaning advice from family members, may not actually be helpful; 
always ask advisers and mentors if unsure. 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: mculp@ut.edu  

 

 
Linda Devin  
Vice President to Operations and Planning  
My degrees are education, and I am on fire about any level of education, K-20. I 
am also very interested in how college students perceive quality - in and out of 
the classroom. Neither of my parents went to college, and my Mom did not finish 
high school as her family needed her to work to help support them. While my 
parents did not experience higher education, they viscerally knew its value, and 
so going to college was not a decision: it was just what my two brothers and I 
were obligated to do. And for that I will always be grateful. 

Advice:  Think as big and as wide as you can - the sky is the limit! 

 

  Staff 
  Email: ldevine@ut.edu  

 
 
 
 

mailto:mculp@ut.edu
mailto:ldevine@ut.edu


Todd Doran  
Professor, Director of PA Admissions and Evaluation & 
Assessment  Physician Assistant Medicine 
I grew up on a small farm in rural Oregon and went to a small liberal arts college 
as a recruited track and field athlete. My professions and experiences are varied 
as an athletic trainer, physician assistant, Naval Medical Officer, and now 
academic faculty. My research interests involve educational policy work and 
program outcomes. My passion is to be part of your network to help you be 
successful and understand how to engage a society that is many times foreign to 
you from your childhood experiences. 

Advice: Ask for help, don't try and do it all by yourself. 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: tdoran@ut.edu  

 

Gina Firth  
Associate Dean of Wellness 
I have been at The University of Tampa for 13 years. In my current role at UT, I 
provide leadership and functional responsibility for all wellness programming on 
campus. I supervise the areas of Campus Recreation; Health and Counseling 
Services; Wellness Services, including all alcohol and other drug prevention and 
intervention programs; and the Faith, Values and Spirituality program. In addition, 
I began the Sustained Dialogue program for The University of Tampa, and 
currently lead this initiative on campus. Previous to her appointment at The 
University of Tampa, Gina was the Director of Alcohol and Drug Education at The 
University of Notre Dame for 12 years. 

Advice:  Never hesitate to ask for help. It is not a sign of weakness, it is a sign of 
strength. 

 

  Staff  
  Email: gfirth@ut.edu  

mailto:tdoran@ut.edu
mailto:gfirth@ut.edu


 
Eric Freundt 
Associate Professor of Biology 
I went to Middle Tennessee State University as an undergrad, majored in Biology 
and thought I wanted to go to medical school but later changed to focus on 
research. I went to Oxford University through the NIH-Oxford partnership 
program for my PhD and then did a postdoctoral fellowship at Stanford. I study 
viruses and how they cause disease at a cellular level. 

Advice:  Your education is what you make it. 

 

  Faculty 
  Email: efreundt@ut.edu  

 
Robert Goodwin  
Instructor of Accounting, Accounting Department 
I did not appreciate the value of an education when I was in high school. It wasn’t 
until I had worked for several years at dead end jobs that I determined that I 
needed to put myself through school. I went back to community college and then 
transferred to university managing to pay for my schooling through a 
combination of loans and scholarships while working full and part time jobs. 

Advice:  The job hunt started yesterday 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: rgoodwin@ut.edu  

 
 
 
 

mailto:efreundt@ut.edu
mailto:rgoodwin@ut.edu


Christopher Gottlick  
Director, Campus Recreation 
While attending undergrad at Rowan University, I majored in History and minored 
in Philosophy. I received my master's from Western Kentucky University in 
Recreation and Sport Administration. I maintained student employment 
throughout undergrad and an assistantship throughout grad. Interests and 
experience include team sports, special events, outdoor education and trip 
leading. 

Advice: I wish I was better educated on the amount of different ways to get 
involved on campus, meet educators and learn about different career fields. 

 

  Staff 
  Email: cgottlick@ut.edu  

 
Tim Harding 
Associate Dean of Career Development and Engagement 
I am a first generation college graduate from Indiana. I grew up in a suburban city 
that was fairly homogenous. College was a great opportunity to learn about other 
cultures and beliefs. It set me on a course to go on to graduate school and 
become a higher education professional. 

Advice:  Ask a lot of questions and seek to understand all the resources, 
services, and learning opportunities that are available 

 
 

  Faculty 
  Email: tharding@ut.edu  
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Scott Witherow  
Associate Professor Chemistry, Biochemistry & Physics 
My role here at UT is as a faculty member within our biochemistry curriculum. I 
became interested in this field of work during my undergraduate years when I 
realized how much I enjoyed the university atmosphere and loved the research 
aspect of problem solving. Following graduate school, I worked in academic 
research settings at Duke University Medical Center (including in the lab of a 
Nobel Prize winner) before transitioning to teaching. Currently, I feel much more 
connected to teaching and interacting with students as they work hard to achieve 
their goals. 

Advice:  You'll carry the impressions you make with friends and faculty with you 
for the rest of your life 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: switherow@ut.edu  

 

 
Julie Umberger  
Assistant Professor of Nursing, College of Nursing 
I have been an family practice advance practice nurse for 24 years with a 
background in cardiology. My research interests are behavioral change in 
patients with chronic disease, particularly diabetic patients. 

Advice: The amount of resources available at the learning institution to assist 
first-generation college students 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: jumberger@ut.edu  

 
 
 

mailto:switherow@ut.edu
mailto:jumberger@ut.edu


Ann Williams  
Professor of Biology, teaching Microbiology and 
Immunology 
I was the first in my family to attend college and was raised (with my sister) by my 
single mom after my father passed away when I was 11 years old. I had little to no 
guidance from my family in choosing colleges, gaining opportunities in the field 
of science, choosing classes, or anything college or career related. No one in my 
family had any idea on how to help. I graduated with a BS degree in Microbiology 
from Penn State University (I am from Pennsylvania originally) and went to 
graduate school earning my PhD in Microbiology from University of Maryland, 
College Park. I came to Florida to pursue a postdoctoral position at Moffitt Cancer 
Center and after 5 years became a full time professor at University of Tampa. I 
research cell & protein signaling in bacterial and cancer cell 

Advice: Seek out the opportunities that you enjoy in your field and find your 
niche. 

 

  Faculty  
  Email: ahwilliams@ut.edu  

 

mailto:ahwilliams@ut.edu
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